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international migration flows not only bring complex challenges, they also present us

with opportunities to further the aims of development.
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development failure. The ICPD Program of Action remains highly relevant and

Switzerland reaffirms its commitment to achieve its goals.

Moreover Switzerland encourages all efforts by the UN secretariat, the World Bank,
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year in the mid-1990s to approximately 10,000 per year today. The annual
recognition rate of refugees is relatively stable at approximately 10%.

Moreover the skill level of immigrants to Switzerland has changed in the last years.
Today, 50% of all newcomers are highly skilled migrants, mainly from developed
countries but - to a lesser degree — also from developing countries. This shift is —
inter alia — linked to the phasing out of the seasonal workers program which brought

many low qualified migrants to Switzerland.

The integration of long term migrants in the Swiss society has proved to be
successful. Many descendants of migrants are “over-performers” with high upward

mobility. Spatial segregation of immigrants in the metropolitan areas of Switzerland
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was one of the five countries to initiate the Global Commission on International
Migration.

At the bilateral level, the search for more comprehensive migration management

strategies led to the development of the concept of “migration partnerships”.

development and good governance. They also seek to balance conflicting interests
between states and communities on both sides of the migration chain, including

transit areas.

Switzerland has developed projects to help migrants returning to their home



