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Evidence on the 
education-fertility 
link in Africa

- Bongaarts (2020): “Women’s 
education and family planning 
programs are found to be the 
dominant determinants of fertility 
decline and their effects operate by 
reducing both wanted and unwanted 
fertility.”

- Corker et al. (2022): While women in 
the upper social group are nearing 
the end of the fertility transition, we 
need to “shifts attention to 
understanding the intragroup 
differentials and diffusion processes 
that will impact the future path of 
fertility declines in the region.”
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Source: Bongaarts in Genus (2020)





- Increase in school quantity at the expense of 

school quality: increase in the pupil-teacher 

ratio, decline in skills, etc.

- Kebede (2022) found “positive effects of the 

primary school reform program [in Ethiopia] 

through the unidentified mechanisms



The future? Education gradients in completed fertility 
in low fertility countries

Source: Sobotka, T., Beaujouan, É. and Van Bavel, J., 2017. Introduction: Education and fertility in low-fertility settings. 

Vienna Yearbook of Population Research 2017, 15, pp. 1-16.



Thank you for your time.
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