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 Chantal Line Carpentier is currently Chief, of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) New York office of the Secretary-General since 2014. Previously, as 
Major Groups Coordinator for the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(UNDESA) Division for Sustainable Development, she facilitated the engagement of and 
consultation with worldwide non-State actors (NGOs, women’s groups, business and industry, 
etc.) in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) negotiations and the United Nations Rio+20 
Conference. As Sustainable Development Officer for DESA (2007-2010), she served as focal 
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Isis Gaddis is a senior economist with the World Bank’s Gender Group. She previously served 
as a poverty economist for Tanzania, based in Dar es Salaam. Isis coauthored the 2016 World 
Bank Africa Region flagship report “Poverty in a Rising Africa” and was a member of the core 
team of the Poverty and Shared Prosperity Report 2018: Piecing Together the Poverty Puzzle. 
Her main research interest is empirical microeconomics, with a focus on the measurement 
and analysis of poverty and inequality, gender, labor, and public service delivery. She holds a 
PhD in economics from the University of Gӧttingen, where she was a member of the 
development economics research group from 2006 to 2012. Her research has been published 
in various journals, including the Journal of Economic In
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 Michael Herrmann has more than 20 years of work experience in the United Nations, serving 
in headquarters and field offices. Before assuming his current role as Senior Adviser with 
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Andre Medici is currently an international consultant. He has spent more than 30 years 
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Naohiro Ogawa is currently a Visiting Fellow at the Asian Development Bank Institute in 
Tokyo. Over the past few decades or so, he has written extensively on population and 
development in Japan and other Asian countries. More specifically, his research has focused 
on issues such as socioeconomic impacts of low fertility and rapid aging, modeling 
demographics and social security-related variables, as well as policies related to fertility, 
employment, marriage, child care, retirement and care for the elderly. His recent work 
includes measuring intergenerational transfers. He has published numerous academic papers 
in internationally recognized journals. In collaboration with other scholars he has also edited 
several journals and books. He has also served on a number of councils, committees and 
advisory boards set up by the Japanese government and international organizations such as 
the IUSSP and the WHO. 

 

Hamid Rashid is the Chief, Global Economic Monitoring at the United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA). He is the lead author of the UN flagship report, the 
World Economic Situation and Prospects, jointly published by UNDESA, UNCTAD, the UN 
Regional Commissions and UN-WTO. Previously, he served as the Senior Adviser for 
Macroeconomic Policy in UNDESA, advising finance, central banks and planning authorities in 
developing countries on fiscal and monetary policy issues. Prior to joining UN/DESA in 2010, 
Dr. Rashid served as a Senior Adviser in UNDP’s Bureau for Development Policy and also as 
the Director General for Multilateral Economic Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Bangladesh.  Dr. Rashid earned his Ph.D. in economics and finance from Columbia University 
in New York under the supervision of Nobel Laureate Prof. Joseph Stiglitz.  

 Steven Stone is Chief of United Nation Environment's Resources and Markets Branch (R&M).  
He has more than 20 years of professional experience in environmental and natural resource 
management. He directs a team dedicated to furthering the knowledge base and outreach 
and support to countries on environmental and resource economics as key components of 
economic, trade and investment policy. Some of the key flagships he has helped to incubate 
include the Green Economy Initiative, the Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB), 
and the Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE). Prior to joining UN Environment, 
Steven worked at the Inter-American Development Bank, serving in a number of capacities 
from Resource Economist in Washington to Environmental Specialist in the Bank's offices in 
both Jamaica and Ecuador, to Country Representative in Honduras. Steven earned an MSc 
and PhD in Resource Economics from Cornell University, following his BA with Honors from 
Swarthmore College (USA).  

 Rita Sciarra is an expert in international development and serves as Team Lead for inclusive 
Growth and Poverty Reduction for the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Hub 
in Panama. She previously served as Strategic Advisor with the UNDP in Mexico supporting 
the country during its economic recovery process after the earthquake in 2018. Originally 
from Italy, she is fluent in four languages, with more than 14 years of experience in three 
different continents, in post-conflict and normal development conditions. Prior to this, Rita 
served as Head of Poverty Reduction with UNDP in Haiti. She has managed a portfolio of 
projects to ensure the transition from emergency to development, with a special focus on 
economic development and social inclusion, improving the lives and opportunities of 
thousands of people. Rita holds a Masters of Advanced Studies in public law and international 
relations from the University of Zaragoza (Spain, 2008), a Master’s degree in European 
economic studies from the College of Europe (Bruges, Belgium, 2006) and a Master’s degree 
in economics and international relations from 
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John Wilmoth has been Director of the Population Division at the UN DESA since January 
2013. He holds a PhD from the University of California at Berkeley. He was on the faculty of 
the University of California at Berkeley for more than 20 years, serving as Professor in the 
Department of Demography.  He is the author or co-author of more than 50 scientific papers 
on various aspects of population dynamics. 

 

Luba Zeifman is a Statistician at the Social and Gender Statistics Section of the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Statistics Division.  She has a PhD in statistics from 
Carnegie Mellon University and has previously worked at the Economic and Trade Statistics 
branches of UNSD, as well as the Population Division. 

 

Eliya Zulu is the Executive Director and Founder of the African Institute for Development 
Policy (AFIDEP), whose mission is to transform lives by enabling a culture of evidence-
informed policy formulation and implementation in the public sector in Africa. Zulu has 
extensive experience in research, capacity building, and policy engagement on population 
change and sustainable development, urban poverty, reproductive, child and maternal 
health.  He i1 (l)0re
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