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Mr. Chair,

Allow me to begin by expressing Bulgaria’s gratitude to you, the other members of the Bureau
and the two co-facilitators for your leadership, guidance and tireless efforts to organize and
carry out this session, as well as to achieve consensus on the resolution on this year’s special
theme.

The Commission on Population and Development is the only UN intergovernmental forum
mandated to focus on the ICPD Programme of Action and the full extent of population and
development issues. Its role and importance are even more pertinent now when the world is
faced with the COVID-19 pandemic.

This year’s special theme of the Commission is most relevant and timely, as around the world,
the pandemic is having a devastating impact on health systems, food systems, e0008 0 S4&{vP€)112]TH

devastatina



recommendations to assist medical professionals, as well as pregnant and lactating women in
the formation and observance of healthy diets.

Additionally, the sexual and reproductive health is impacted by food security problems such
as: high rate of urbanization and lack of availability of healthy food choices in remote areas,
poverty and social inequality endangering the affordability of major food groups. Ensuring the
functioning of supply chains remains a critical task if we are to provide adequate food security
and nutrition.

Mr. Chair,

Food security, nutrition, sustainable development and the health of women and girls are
interlinked but



