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GLOBAL VS LOCAL PRIORITIES

• For children in rural India, 6-23 months, only 9

per cent or less than 1 in 10 receive an adequate

diet (NFHS 2015-16)

• For below 5, Underweight: 36 per cent; Stunted:
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COVID 19: INCREASED POVERTY, 

UNEMPLOYMENT, FOOD INSECURITY

• 90 per cent of India’s work force is in the

informal sector: on temporary precarious

work contracts with little social security

• Collapse of incomes/earnings for the

majority of the work force, women especially

• Wasting could increase by 10-50 per cent due

to decline in essential services (modelling)
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INEQUALITIES RISE: GENDER, 

CASTE AND CLASS 

• Casual (informal sector) workers, women workers,

and those from Scheduled Castes and Tribes worst

affected.

• Survey of 4000 workers in 12 States by Azim Premji

University showed that 66 per cent of those

interviewed had lost jobs, but the ratio was 82 per

cent for women casual workers (80 per cent for

men) in urban areas.
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ENSURE ECONOMIC ACCESS 

• Affordability was a problem even before the pandemic

(SOFI 2020), exacerbated now

• In rural India, in 2011, the daily cost of a recommended

diet for a woman was 83 per cent of a woman’s daily

wage (the ratio was 54 per cent for men)

• Overall, 63 to 76 per cent of rural population cannot

afford the recommended diet

• (Raghunathan, K et al, Food Policy, 2020)
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ENSURE PHYSICAL ACCESS TOO

• Collapse of supply chains means that physical access is

also affected: non-cereals especially perishables and

meat products severely affected
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Figure 1 Trends in daily market prices of gram and pigeon pea, India,

March 15 to May 31, 2020, in Rs per quintal

Source: CMIE, commodities database.
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Figure 2 Trends in daily market prices of lentil and potato, India, March

15 to May 31, 2020, in Rs per quintal

Source: CMIE, commodities database.
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POLICY OPTIONS

• Pre-Covid: CCT or conditional cash and

targeted transfers: World Bank-led “consensus”

• Reverse Policy Now: Be flexible, Be context-

specific and ensure

– Universal or near-universal coverage (rural and

urban)

– Cash and kind transfers

– Unconditional transfers
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THE KERALA EXPERIENCE: A 



Source: Onmanorama (Malayala Manorama)

https://english.manoramaonline.com/news/kerala/2020/03/29/kerala-government-food-kit-coronavirus-lockdown-list-of-items.html


FOOD-RELATED CONTD.

• Post-September, distribution of food kit comprising 8 items

• Food kits with rice plus 9 grocery items in lieu of school

meals for all children from pre-primary to Standard VIII

• Take home supplementary food for 0.9 million young

children (ICDS or Anganwadi centres)

• For migrant and stranded worker, cooked food from

Community kitchens: all 1034 local self government

institutions organised kitchens and served food to nearly

300,000 individuals (highest distribution in the first week of

April); there were also special camps for migrant workers.
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INCOME SUPPORT

Cash



INCOME SUPPORT CONTD.
A package of livelihood support costing 200,000 million rupees

• Expansion of wage employment: from 80 million to 130

million person days via National Rural Employment

Guarantee Scheme

• Thrust to Ayyankali Urban Employment Generation

Scheme (4 million person days in 2020-21)

• Helping hand interest-free loans to self-employment

activities, especially Kudumbashree women’s groups

• Subsidies to return migrants (esp. from West Asia)

• Higher support prices for more crops

14



UPSCALE DIRECT KIND AND 

INDIRECT CASH SUPPORT

• Levels of poverty and food and nutrition

insecurity have risen during the pandemic

• Ensure a universal safety net: with a combination

of transfers in kind and cash.

• Raise resources: move away from neo-liberal

economic policy and a minimal state.

• Feasible if political commitment, as Kerala shows
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