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And to the millions who have left their homeland, either 

recently or a long time ago, most of them in full compliance with 

the law, we have much more to offer: whether an opportunity to 

return home, after years abroad, taking back with them their skills 

and the fruits of their labour, or whether an increased chance to 

see their children having a better future in a country that they will 

be proud to call their home. 

 

As the many initiatives proposed in the Compact start to take 

roots, we will see lives saved, living conditions improved, 

communities integrate and flourish through increased development 

and prosperity in many parts of the world.  

 

Confronted with novel and unpredictable challenges, we will 

be better equipped to rely on a spirit of solidarity and a culture of 

sharing, rather than on the indifference and selfishness that tear us 

apart. 

 

Our efforts will, over time, contribute to reducing the profound 

inequities that the lottery of birth would otherwise continue to 

aggravate.  We have attained an unsurpassed level of knowledge, 

competence and ingenuity, allowing us both to imagine a better 

world and to actually begin to construct it. 

 

Each of us in this room, and many out there who are 

committed to this common project, should be proud of today’s 

accomplishment and inspired in carrying it forward.  
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