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Mr. Chairman,

I join previous speakers in congratulating you on your election as Chair of

the SI®' Session of the Commission on Population andDevelopment (CPD). I wish

to assure you and the Bureau of my delegation's cooperation and support ui

carrying out your



distribution with cities and urban centers as major destinations. Ghana is

experiencing rapid urbanization that has resulted in the concentration of the

population in few urban centers of Accra, Kumasi and Sekondi-Takoradi. In 1970,

less than one third of Ghanaians (28.9%) lived in urban areas, but by 2010 one in

every two Ghanaians lived in urban areas.

Urban growth in Ghana has been driven mainly by rural-urban migration as

well as natural increase, with a huge potential for future growth, as a result ofhigh

fertility rate due to child marriage, teenage pregnancy, unmet need for family

planning in the rural areas and attendant high poverty rates. The population of

Greater Accra, the Region of Ghana's capital city is growing at a rate of 3.1%

compared to the national growth rate of 2.4%; and Accra, the capital city, has half

of the population in the entire Region. Consequently, the capital city and other

urban areas have to contend with the emergence ofurban slums and their attendant

challenges including waste management and pressures on social and economic

infrastructure, suchas health care. Sustainability of urban areas are challenged as a

result of internal mobility. To create sustainable cities, Ghana has developed an

urban policy framework with the goal "to promote a sustainable, spatially

integrated and orderly development of urban settlements with adequate housing,





employment to young people in these communities. Special programmes aimed at

ending early, child and forced marriages are helping to stem the flow of young
women and girls from rural areas to urban centres.

We all have a responsibility to make our cities welcoming byprotecting the

interest of migrants and refugees through policies and laws that seek their safety

and integration or re-integration into society. Migrant rights are often flouted and

many of them are often subjected to xenophobic and racial attacks; they often live

in very deplorable situations and have no access to reproductive and other health

services - especially for women and girls. These must be addressed through

deliberated and targeted actions.

For effective planning, policy-making and targeted solutions, we encourage
the prioritization ofdata collection for planning and monitoring the progress ofour

nations and cities. Unfortunately, most countries including Ghana do not have the

economic and statistical capacity to collect data onmigrants on a continuous basis.

For most countries the national census remains the only way to collect data on

migrants, and particularly, international migrants. As we move into the 2020 round

ofcensuses Ghana and many other countries will be conducting national censuses

ofpopulation and housing. We encourage member countries to give much thought
to the measurement of migrants and other details about them that will be useful for




