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Madam Chair 

Distinguished Delegates 

On behalf of the Zambian delegation, I wish to congratulate you for convening this 

50th Session of the Commission on Population and Development and for your 

election, together with the other members of the Bureau. 

Zambia associates itself with the statement delivered by the Ambassador and 

Permanent Representative of Ecuador on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, the 

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Cameroon on behalf of the African 

Group as well as by the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Bangladesh 

on behalf of Least Developed Countries group. 

This year's theme, is important as the world population is undergoing an 

unprecedented transformation brought about by the transition from a regime of 

high mortality and high fertility to one of low mortality and low fertility. It is worth 
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potential for continued population growth and the age structure is expected to 

remain unchanged into the future. 

This population structure also entails that there is a big proportion of the population 

dependent on a small population that is involved in gainful employment. With the 

child dependency ratio of 87.4, it poses a challenge for sustainable development. 

However, the country has the potential to realize a demographic dividend from the 

current population age structure. 

Madam Chair 

Zambia has been implementing a number of measures for its youthful population 

such as School Adolescent Health Strategy and re-entry policy for pregnant girls; 

establishing youth fri.endly credit facilities; re-introducing cooperatives for young 

people; and the introduction of skills building camps for youth development 

activities among others. However, much more needs to be done to fully address the 

challenges associated with the youthful population. 

In moving forward, for the country to leverage from its youthful population, the 

Government has put in place pOlicies and programmes prioritizing investments in 

economic, social and demographic factors in an integrated approach as outlined 

in the Seventh National Development Plan (7NDP) for the period 2017-2021. The 

Government of the Republic of Zambia reaffirms her commitment to the 

demographic dividend agenda in an effort towards achieving sustainable 

development. 

The 7NDP pillars of economic diversification and 

reatio;s 

and 

a n  

and r e a t i n g  n  for n  diversifted 

the 

f o m c  fo r  t h e  demographic dividend The 

7NDP to SDGs)c 

in 

an 

effort 

to nsurhe the agenda 

for t h e  

sa nclusdiv.a 




