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Speech by Ms. Sanne Thijssen, Youth Ambassador for Sexual and 

Reproductive Health and Rights, on behalf of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands during the 



Honourable chair, estee~ed delegates, 

I am honoured to represent the Netherlands, at 22 years of age, in my 

role as the Dutch Youth Ambassador for Sexual and Reproductive 

Health and Rights. As one of the youngest in this room, I have spoken 

to many young people, organizations and civil servants around the 

world. Surprisingly, it still takes effort to convince some people of the 

full potential and ability of young people to decide about their own 

lives, including their sexual and reproductive health and rights. We 

need to recognize that we have the largest youth-cohort in history 

today. In 2050, there will be 1.3 billion young people. They cannot be 

ignored. They need to be able to influence the policies and programs 

that affect their lives. 



Particularly the sexual and reproductive 





In order to make use of young people's potentifl:l to contribute to 

economic growth, young people need to have- control over their sexual 

an.d reproductive lives, including the decision if, when and how maily 

children to have. In that way, girls can invest in their_ed~cationand 

young women can contribute to the labour market. !he -changing 

population structures and accompanying processes, such as aging, 

demographic divid~nd and urbanization, call for a stronger integration 

of young people in equal roles so thatthey are empowered to improve 

their communities and to cause positive changes to their societies. 

Above all the- strength of young people does not only lie in their 

numbers, but more importantly, in their potential. 

Thank you. 


