
Statement 



Madam Chair, 

6. The LDCs urgently need a fundamental reform in their education systems, such that the coming generation of 
young people in those countries could contribute to modernizing the economies of their own countries. We 
need major upscaling of national investments in this sector for the urgent expansion of the highest quality 
education at secondary and tertiary levels, including technical and specialized education and higher training 
opportunities, featuring a modern curriculum that prepares young people for a globalized, IT-linked and 
innovative 21 st century economy. 

7. Over the last 20 years, the proportion of women in LDCs employed outside the home has increased only 
slightly except in few countries such as Bangladesh, Lesotho and Eritrea. We recognize that women 
empowerment is inextricably interlinked with their access to good education, their participation in the formal 
labor force and materializing their sexual and reproductive health as a human right. They must have universal 
access to health care, including comprehensive sexual and reproductive health care services. These are 
essential for them to realize their capabilities. 

8. Young people in low-income countries face critical challenges. Three out of four young workers in these 
countries engage in either vulnerable, casual or temporary employment. Hence, decent work is a central 
aspiration for individuals and societies and we must translate the SDa Target 8.6 which is "By 2020, 
substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in employment, education or training" into a reality. 

9. About 30 percent of older persons participate in the labor market in lower-middle income countries. The 
numbers are vastly higher for most LDCs. Working life begins incredibly early for most people in LDCs; for 
many it never ends. We must take these facts into account when we embark on sustainable development in the 
context of the changing population age structures. 

10. There must be enhanced investments to ensure that every adolescent and youth, especially every girl and 
woman, can go through life's critical transitions - from school to decent work to family formation and child 
bearing to lifelong learning and old age - without meeting barriers of limited schooling, child marriage and 
early childbearing, maternal death, gender inequality and discrimination. 

11. We need to strengthen national population data ecosystems and implementation of innovative approaches for 
the collection, analysis, dissemination and use of demographic data with the aim of assuring that all least 
developed countries have the capacity to integrate population projections into development planning, 
disaggregate population data to identify and locate the vulnerable, and target national policies to redress 
inequalities and meet the changing needs of the popUlation. LDCs have a particular need in this regard, given 
lack of core sources of population data and longstanding weaknesses in their data ecosystems. SDa Target 
17.18 also sets an urgent and essential objective for strengthening statistical capacity, with specific reference to 
LDCs. 

12. While all the LDCs are making sincere efforts to implement the Programme of Action of ICPD, they require 
concrete and strengthened international cooperation for achieving demographic dividends. The 2030 Agenda 
gives us a clear guidance to establish such framework of cooperation and international community must 
demonstrate its will to make it effective. 

Thank you. 


