
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

Statement by Mr. M. Hanif Ahmadzai, Deputy Director, United Nations and International 
Conferences Department, Ministry of ForeignAffairs 

at the 50'" Session of the Commission on Pupulation and Development 

Madam Chairperson, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my great pleasure to speak on behalf of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan at the 50'h session of 
the Commission on Population and Development. The Commission on Population and Development is 
an important platform that plays a crucial role towards our joint efforts to improve the lives of our 
people with equity and dignity, and ensure sustainable development that will further promote peace and 

prosperity. 

Madam Chairperson, 
The 2030 Agenda recognizes the importance of age structure for sustainable development and member 
states are cOlmnitted to achieving a demographic dividend, with special emphasis on providing women, 
children and youth, , especially adolescent girls, with a nurturing environment for the full realization of 
their rights and capabilities. 

My country recognizes that changing population age structure driven by declining fertility, reinforced by 
continued decline in mortality, and accompanied by increased investments in education, healthcare and 
opportunities for young people is central to the implementation ofthe Programme of Action of the ICPD 
and attainment of sustainable development. 

Fast population growth hinders progress in many areas and exceeds the absorption capacity of the labor 
market, education, health systems, and agriculture sector. The relationship between population 
dynamics, economic growth, labor market outcomes, and government and 
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individuals, communities, and societies will suffer from lost lives, health, capabilities, and productivity. 
In case of Afghanistan security situation and threat of terrorism have made it difficult to sustain the hard 
gained progress, as security is the bedrock for socio-economic development, implementation of ICPD 
Programme of Action, and the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Towards achieving our goalsand transitioning to post 2015 agenda, both country ownership and 
international partnerships are essential. This is extremely important in the case of Afghanistan as it is in 
the transfonnation decade (2015-2024). 

Madam Chairperson, 
I would also like to highlight that investment in lifelong health and education, the second pathway to 
sustainability as identified in the ICPD Beyond 2014 Framework of Action, especially for young people 
and sustained across the life course is essential. 

Our government recognizes that age structure change reflects great achievements, including broader 
access to education, gender equality, and sexual and reproductive health, and reductions in mortality 
among children, mothers, and older persons. The cost of inaction, as well as not accounting for and 
adapting to age structure changes, may exacerbate existing gaps in development of people, produce long 
tenn legacies of missed human capabilities and lost chances for development. 

Madam Chairperson, 
We are pleased to reiterate our support for the implementation of ICPD Beyond 2014 Framework of 
Action, investment in lifelong health and education, especially for young people and sustained across the 
life course. We look forward to contributing to the negotiations on the draft: resolution presented. 

I thank you for your attention. 


