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General Debate on National Experience in Population Matters:
Strengthening the Demographic Evidence Base for the Post-2015 Development Agenda

Statement by H.E. Mr. Kal Sauer,
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Madame Chairperson, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Finland aligns itself with the statement made by the Netherlands on behalf of the European
Union and its Member States.

Madame Chairperson,

I would like to start with a topic that is very close to my heart and also of great relevance fo my
country when it comes to population matters:

Finland has a long-term interest and also well-functioning systems in place for sexual and
reproductive heaith and rights. These are essential issues of human life — the right to decide upon
one’s own body, sexuality, health, relationships, marriage and having children. They are at the core
of any attempt to enhance sustainable development.

Madame Chairperson,

We have a long tradition of health monitoring in Finland by using the rich material of statistical
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