
 

 

 

 

Realising the future we want – integrating population issues into sustainable development 

including in the post 2015 development agenda 

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East – UNRWA-  

welcomes the opportunity to address the Commission on Population and Development on the issue 

of integrating population issues into sustainable development. It will be recalled that UNRWA is 

dealing with the world’s largest and most protracted refugee situation – today there are about 5.2 

million Palestine refugees registered with UNRWA, a number roughly corresponding in size to the 

population of Norway. 

UNRWA is paying close attention to the intergovernmental discussions on Sustainable Development. 

The underlying challenge to develop universal, just, inclusive, and ambitious post 2015 Sustainable 

Development goals to reduce poverty and inequality i





Gaza and major rebuilding of destroyed Palestine refugee dwellings, around 10,000 has not begun. 

These examples illustrate the constant insecurity facing large numbers of Palestine refugees, many 

of whom have been dispossessed not once as a refugee, but multiple times during their lives.  

UNRWA is confronted therefore with a wide array of population challenges. Through the Agency’s 


