


economic crisis, the energy crisis and food security is far from over. It may well be argued that their full
effects remains to be seen, especially in developing countries, and in particularly the least developed
countries (LDCs), who has been forced to cut back their public and private spending on social services
such as health-care, education and poverty reduction programmes.

Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

('-%.-,\_ PP S

=

. I — |

percentage of the world's population---and almost exclusively in wealthier settings. Huge inequalities
exist across countries and within countries. Inequalities in child and adult mortality are large and are
growing. For instance, a girl born today can expect to live for more than 80 years if she is born in some
countries-but less than 45 years if she is born in others. Diseases like HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria
and other infectious diseases, which are treated with overwhelming success in affluent settings, are too
often a death sentence for the poor. Inequities also exist within countries.

8. The right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health is inextricably linked




spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis and other infectious diseases would be to improve the health
of women and girls who are disproportionately affected by these challenges. In this regard, the
ipternatiopal communitv should also eive orioritv attention to the plight of people living under foreign
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