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Statement by Mr. Neil McFarlane - Chief, New York Liaison Office 
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction  

 
49th Session of the Commission on Population and Development: 
Strengthening the demographic evidence based for the post-2015 

development agenda 
 

Agenda Item 5 – General debate on the contribution of population and development 
issues to the Economic and Social Council theme in 2016, on “Implementing the 
post-2015 development agenda: moving from commitments to results” 

 

Madam Chair, 

Excellencies, 

Colleagues,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak briefly about the 

importance of disaster risk reduction for Population and 

Development. 

 



  Check against delivery 

2 

 

other analyses, is that the poor are disproportionately 

affected. Women are disproportionately affected as well.  

 

Over twenty years ago, the Programme of Action of the 
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change is, in many regions, increasing the frequency and 

intensity of climate related extreme events.  

 

When viewed through the lens of disaster risk reduction, 

Agenda 2030 can play an instrumental role in addressing 

these drivers and, at the same time, reduce disaster’s 

impacts on population and safeguard development 

investments.  

 

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-

2013, agreed in March 2015, provides guidance to meet 

these challenges.  The Sendai Framework aims to reduce 




