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Introduction 
 
In July 2014, the Open Working Group of the General Assembly on Sustaina b l e Developme n t 
Goals propose d a set of goals and targets to se rve as the basis for incorpo r a t i n g sustain a b l e 
develo p me n t goals into the post-2015 developm e n t agenda. 1 The outcom e docume n t of the 
OWG contained several targets which are of direct  releva n c e to interna t i o n a l migra t i o n, migran t s 
and mobil i t y. 
 
The objecti v e of the one-day tech nic a l retreat was to conduct an  in-depth analysis of the 
measur a b i l i t y of the target s propo se d by the OWG and to evalua t e poten t i a l indi c a t or s for their 
monito r i n g.  At the retrea t, agency  repres e n t a t i v e s with experti s e in each targe t area, as well as 
on cross-cutting issues such as huma n rights,  discussed the progress made in developi n g 
migrat i o n relate d indica t o r s and present e d propos a l s for measuri n g migration relevant targets.  
 
T h e co-chairs recall e d th at the first GMG indica t o r retrea t,  held in January 2014, had emphasi z e d 
the need to track progress toward a strong gl obal partne r s h i p on migra t i o n and devel o p me n t; to 
assess the impact of migrat i o n as an enabler of develop me n t across several goals; and to include 
international migrants in disaggr egating data on all relevant ta rge t s and indic a t or s. There was 
agree me n t at the first retre a t that indic a t o r s for remit t a n c e trans fe r costs were alrea dy avail a b l e 
and being monitor e d. Moreover, work was well advance d on measuri n g progre s s toward s findin g 
durable solutio n s for refugee s and human traffi ck i n g. Further, GMG agencies were developi n g 
indicat o r s on skills recogni t i o n, po rtability of social security benefi t s, recrui t me n t costs and 
diaspo r a contri b u t i o n s, as well as  on disaggregation of other i ndicato r s (in educatio n, health, 
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g e n d e r, etc.) by migrator y status. This second re treat would review progr e s s in these and other 
areas.  
 
Status of the post-2015 agenda and indicator framework 
 
The first sessio n of the retreat review e d the status and timelin e of negotia t i o n s on the post-2015 
developme n t agenda, as well as conside r a t i o n s re late d to indicat o r s. The General Assembl y had 
adopt e d the outco me docume n t agree d by the Open Working Group on Su sta i n a b l e Devel o p me n t 
Goals in July as the main basis for integr a t i n g sustai n a b l e develo p me n t goals into the post-2015 
developme n t agenda, while recogni z i n g that  other inputs would also be consider e d 2. Modalit i e s 
for further negotiat i o n s on the post-2015 agenda  would be establis h e d by the end of 2014. 
 
The Open Working Group docume nt include d target s on safe, legal and or derly migratio n (10.7), 
reducin g remitt a n c e transf e r costs (10.c), rights of migra n t worke r s (8.8), elimin a t i n g traff i c k i n g 
of women and children (5.2 and 16.2), and addre ss i n g the “brain drain” throug h retent i o n and 
traini n g of health worke r s (3.c) among other targ ets of relevan c e to in tern a t i o n a l migrat i o n, 
migran t s and mobil i t y. Curren t l y, the Secret a r y- Gener a l was prepa ri n g a synth e s i s repor t that 
was expecte d to highlig h t gaps in the goals and targets propos e d in the re port of the OWG, and 
to propos e a broad frame wo r k for the post-2015 developme n t agenda.  
 
The represe n t a t i v e of the SRSG for migrati o n observ e d that a strong t echnic a l foundat i o n would 
enric h advoc a c y and shore up the retention of migra t i o n relate d indi ca t or s in the furthe r 
negotiations on the post-2015 framework. 
 
IOM noted that the politic a l discuss i o n s in the OWG had raised some import a n t questi o n s that 
need to be answer e d by migrat i o n advoca t e s, in cludi n g: what is meant by ‘order l y, safe and 
regular migration’? How is that measured? How should forced displa c e me nt be reflect e d in the 
OWG text? Can migratio n be included as part of  the new global partne r s h i p for develop me n t? 
 
Regard i n g futur e monit o r i n g of the develo p me n t agenda, the represe n t a t i v e of the Statist i c s 
Division reported that the Un ited Nations Statisti c a l Commis sion at its session in March 2015 
would discuss and agree on the process and moda l i t i e s for the devel o p m e n t of an indica t o r 
fra mewor k. In preparat i o n, an expert group meeting would be held in January 2015. The 
repre se n t at i v e invit e d the GMG to  contr i b ut e to this exper t m eetin g by presen t i n g the result s of 
this second data retrea t. The frame w o r k itself, includi n g a set of indica t ors, would likely be 
agreed by the Statisti c a l Comm iss i o n in 2016. One lesson from the MDG monitor i n g framewo r k 
was that while new indicators cr eated an additional reporting burden, they could also attract 
additional funding to enha nc e nation a l capaci t i e s. 
 
Present a t i o n s and discuss i o n s cons id e r e d the nature of indicat o r s  and the numbe r of indic a t o r s 
that should be proposed. The representative of  the Sustaina b l e Developm e n t Solution s Network 
(SDSN) described her organization’s efforts to co mpile a framewo r k of indicat o r s for measuri n g 
susta i n a b l e devel o p me n t. She remi n d e d the meeti ng that indicat o r s should be conside r e d as a 
manage me n t tool to help countr i e s impleme n t and monito r strate g i e s and to  allocat e resour c e s. 
Indicators could be also be us ed as a “repor t card” to measu r e progre s s toward a target and 
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e n s u r i n g accou n t a b i l i t y of govern me n t s and other stakeh ol d e r s. SDSN believ e d that the number 
of global indica t o r s should be tightl y limite d to  a list of about 100 “c ore” indicat o r s, although a 
larger numbe r of “tier 2” indica t o r s could be offered for adaptati o n at regional and country level. 
The GMG working group on data and research 







Costs of migration  
 
ILO was workin g with KNOMAD suppor t to meas ur e costs of migrat i o n, a major eleme n t of 
which was recrui t me n t costs. Surv eys had been piloted in a few countries, but the work was at an 
early stage and could not yet serve as a baselin e for an indicat o r on migrati o n costs. In particu l a r, 
the surveys had found that bilate ra l agreemen t s could signific a n t l y influenc e the costs of 
recrui t me n t. Resear c h and invest me n t in survey methodologies would continue. 
 
Refugees and internally displaced persons 
 
A proposed target on durable solutio n s had been  elimi n a t e d in the la st rounds of the OWG 
negotia t i o n. Advocac y work was continu i n g to ensure that displac e me n t was suffici e n t l y 
considered in the further elaboration of the post-2015 developme n t agenda. UNHCR in the 
meant i me was prior i t i zi ng indi c at o r disa g g r e ga t i on for refugee s and IDPs in a number of areas, 
including access to education, ending discrimi n a t i o n again s t wome n and girls (in nation a l i t y 
laws), access to water, affordab l e reliabl e modern energy, and decent work. These indicat o r s 
were closely linked to the UNHCR mandate provided by the 1951 Convention relating to the 
Status of Refugees and could be produced fr om UNHCR data. One limita t i o n was that the much 
of the operat i o n a l data was limite d to refuge e ca mps, with less coverage of urban refugees.  
 
The number of refugee s and displac e d person s in  protracted situations  for whom a durab l e 
solution was found was consider e d a useful i ndicat o r for well-manage d migratio n (10.7). 
Partic i p a nt s noted that indic a t or s on displa c e me n t were also releva n t to other goal areas such as 
inequ a l i t y or susta i na b l e citie s. 
 
Human rights of migrants 
 
W o r k from a KNOMAD proje c t on human right s i ndica t o r s for migrant s and their famili e s was 
presented by the representative of UNICEF. The propose d frame wo r k contai n e d a large number 
of indicators pertaining 



Data sources 
 
Given the paucity of data on migr ati o n data and on its impacts and challen g e s, in particu l a r for 
develop me n t, a represen t a t i v e from DESA’s Po pulat i o n Divisio n drew attenti o n to need to 
improve mi grat i o n data, especia l l y throug h househ o l d survey s. While adding migrat i o n 
questio n s/modules to existin g househo l d surveys (LFS, MICS, LSMS, DHS, etc.) was a cost-
effecti v e me ans, this approac h had importa n t methodo l o g i c a l rami fic a t i o n s.  
 
As part of a transf o r ma t i v e agenda for the pos t-2015 era, it was suggest e d to develo p a global 
migration survey programme.  
 
Next steps 
 
Meetin g parti ci p a n t s were asked to retur n compl e t e  templ a t e s for priori t i z e d indic a t or s withi n the 
next two weeks. The template addresse d issues such as an operat i o n a l defini t i o n, rationa l e for 
use of the indica t o r, method of comp ut a t i o n, da ta sources and refere nces, periodicity of 
measu r e me n t, gender and disag g r e g a t i o n issues, data limita t i o n s, and agencies involved in data 
collec t i o n, compil a t i o n or dissemi n a t i o n.  
 
Participants were also asked to consider the costs of capac ity building needed to support 
collec t i o n of the indi c a t or s. Links shoul d be maint a i n e d with the SDSNs larger costi ng exerci s e. 
 
DESA and IOM would draft a fact sheet on mi gration indicators for post-2015, prepare a 
propos a l for a longer techn i c a l report, and liaise with UNSD a nd SDSN for follow-up action. 
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