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Greetings,

My name is Rishi Singhand | am a leadeat DRUM- Desis RisingJp & Moving. Foundedn

2000, DRUM is the largest migrant righorganization of low-income Soufksian migrantworkers

families  are one of the fastegrowing migrant populations in the U.S. ew York City, South Asians
make up 22% of the one million undocumehieigrants, second to Latinos at 27%.

It is a greathonor for me tospeakhere today but therare millions of otherswhose stories
deserve to be heard a®ll sol am not here only representing myself blitthose that do not have this
opportunity. lwas born in Trinidad andlobago but due to mjamily wantinga better life for my
youngerbrother and I, we migrated to Canatide lived in Canada during the late 198fr 3 years
before we were faced with deportatioand ended upgoing back to Trinidad. However my father
frequently traveled to th&nited States towork for months ata time to helpsupportour family. We
eventually decided that

we wouldall goto the U.S. sdhat our family can stay together.

We came to th&).Sin 1995 when | was 10 years old. Like every immigrant familyweee
facedwith manystrugglesncluding finding jobs, places to liypaying our bills and putting food on the
table. My mother is a domestiworker and has faced exploitativeorking conditions due to her
undocumentedtatus My father,who passed awa$ yearsaga worked for minimum wage for most of
his life. He was in constaféarof his immigration situs being discoveretbsing his job, and or facing
deportation again. Thekgeretimes when he was literally afraid ¢ to work when worker verification
policies were being talkedabout as partof federal legislation. Policies that detgmrevent and or
criminalizeworkers fortrying to supporttheir families have no place in immigration policies.

| did not realize what it meant tee undocumented until | was graduatfngm High School and
had toapply to colleges. lsoonrealized that becausenlas undocumented would not be able to get
scholarshipsfinancial aid and loansThis meant that | could najo to thecollegesl wanted to because
| could not afford it even though | haptaduatedhe top of my class. It is estimated that over 65,000
undocumented students graduate High school every Jeay. andfaced with the same barriers to their



education. Being frorworking class families it isometimesard toeven affordto go to collegevhich
forces manyouthinto low wage work inorder tosupporttheir families.

It was at this point that | was introded to DRUM. Being undocumented canveey isolating
but being in DRUM Isoonrealized that | was not alone. Itd@me my mission to work towards making
sure families and youngpeople do not have tgo through what | had to go through butalso
understanding that thereere people that havgonethrough muchworse.l was aYouth Organizer at
DRUM building the leadership of hundreds atherimmigrantyouth in order to change policies that
affected our lives. | helped to spearhead Bducationnot DeportationCampaignthrough leading
community research projectgrassroot€ampaigns tavin rightsfor immigrantstudentan NYC public
school systemand pusHor fair andjust immigration reform nationally.

| have lived in theéJnited States for 17 years as an undimented immigrant but recentlyas
grantedDeferredAction for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). Thisvasanexecutiveorder enactedy
President Obama that allows undocumentaah whohave been in the.S beforethe ageof 16 and
areunder 30yearsto apply for Deferred action Statughis meanswhile they aregrantedDeferred
Action theseyoungpeople will not be irdanger of being deporteshdwill beableto get work
authorizationDACA is valid for two years ands renewableThis hasallowedmary undocumented
childrento work, getdrivers licensesapply for credit cardsandmany moreopportunitieghat were not
availableto them previouslyThiswas a testament to all tinork youngpeoplefrom acros(20)5.9(13)]TJ /TT8 1
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