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2. Criminal Justice Response 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime developed a series of training manuals gathering 

a broad range of expertise from around the world in order to ensure that good practices are 

gathered and taken into consideration. The training activities delivered by the Office are based on 

this range of manuals. Training manuals encourage the involvement of relevant stakeholders, 

including civil society. Training sessions conducted by the Office involve as much as possible 

representatives of civil society. A few examples of these tools are describes below. 

 

a. Anti-Human Trafficking in Persons Training Manual and Basic and In Depth Training 

Modules against the Smuggling of Migrants 

Both Manual and Modules aim to assist Member States to fulfil their obligations under the 

Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling of Migrants Protocol.  The diversity of those involved in 

the elaboration of  the Manual and Modules reflects its target audience: criminal justice 

practitioners including investigators, examining judges, investigating judges, prosecutors, 

magistrates, law enforcement officers, border agents and all other professionals who are part of 

the criminal justice system. The objective is to offer its users a theoretical understanding and a 

practical approach to the investigation and prosecution of migrant smuggling and trafficking in 

persons, relevant to all countries regardless of their legal system or whether they are countries of 

origin, transit or destination for migrant smuggling. 

 

b. First Aid Kit 

The UNODC Human Trafficking First Aid Kit for Law Enforcement Agencies has been designed 

to support front-line officers who may come into contact with cases of human trafficking.  The 

First Aid Kit has been designed in response to the need identified by many practitioners in 

different regions of the world to make easy-to-use information available to all law enforcement 

officers, to increase the identification of trafficked persons. 

 

c. Human Trafficking Case Law Database 

The database is a reporting system for collecting and disseminating information on human 

trafficking prosecutions and convictions. It intends to enable judges, prosecutors, policy-makers, 

media, researchers and other interested parties to take court decisions relating to these instruments 

into account, to promote the uniform interpretation and application of these instruments, to 

consult on practices in different jurisdictions, and to broaden the knowledge of human trafficking 

crimes as well as the realities faced by ordinary people victimized by those who buy, sell and 

exploit them. 

 

 

C. STRENGTHENING OF PARTNERSHIPS AND COORDINATION 

 

The Office is committed to playing a critical role in bringing together stakeholders to facilitate 

dialogue and coordinate responses.  A key part of this role is effective inter-agency coordination 

at both the policy and operational levels in order to advocate for common standards and 

approaches and to share expertise, while maximizing efficiency.   

 

1. The Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons 

The Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons (ICAT) is a policy forum 

mandated to improve coordination among UN agencies and other relevant international 

organizations
ii
 to facilitate an integrated approach to trafficking in persons. Issues prioritized by 

the ICAT Working Group
iii
 were identified through consultations and review of anti-trafficking 

interventions of recent years, and include: The critical intersections among international legal 

instruments to combat Trafficking in Persons; Impact evaluations of anti-trafficking efforts; 



 5 



 6 

lead discussions which will benefit from the input of each and every Member of the Group and 

thus provide policy guidance to Member States.  

 

The Thematic Discussion of the Twenty-first session of the Commission on Crime Prevention 

and Criminal Justice is on Violence against Migrants, Migrant Workers and their Families. In 

order to support Member States, UNODC prepared a Discussion Guide gathering information 

about all relevant international instruments. Aware of the different fora where the rights of 

migrants, migrant workers and their families are discussed, UNODC aimed to ensure that the 

direction of the Thematic Discussion would not lead to a duplication of efforts. The outcome of 

the Thematic Discussion will be shared with GMG Members to ensure coordination and 

cooperation. United Nations agencies are invited to attend the Twenty-first session of the 

Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, 23-27 April 2012 and contribute to the 


