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Strengthening migration statistics in the UNECE region

A. INTRODUCTION

At the 2006 High-level Dialogue on International Migration and Development, Governments agreed
that international migration could play an important role in national development, provided it was
supported by the right set of strategies and policies. As the development of the strategies and policies
requires data, the strengthening of migration data has become one of the priorities in the international
follow-up work. The migration-related activities of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe (UNECE) focus on this priority.

UNECE works towards improving the quality and availability of statistics on international migration
by developing common definitions, methods and practices, and promoting them across the UNECE
region. It also develops capacities in countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, Caucasus and
Central Asia to improve their migration statistics. The work is governed by the Conference of
European Statisticians and coordinated by the Steering Group on Migration Statistics. Task forces are
established to tackle specific subjects; capacity building initiatives are based on the demand expressed
by member countries.

This document provides an overview of current and recent activities of the UNECE task forces in
migration statistics, capacity building initiatives, exchange and dissemination of data, and some future
steps envisaged in these areas.



migrants, using data from household surveys in combination with other sources. It is planned that the
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D. CAPACITY BUILDING

UNECE capacity building activities in migration statistics aim at improved and durable training of
national officers from participating countries in global and regional standards for collection, processing
and dissemination of migration statistics. The involvement of other international agencies and
programmes brings synergies and helps identify gaps and prevent duplication. These partner agencies
include the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations Population Division, the
International Organization for Migration, the International Labour Office, the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe, and the World Bank.

In 2011, UNECE completed its activities in the United Nations Development Account project’, which
were aimed at strengthening the capacity of countries in Eastern Europe and Central Asia to produce
relevant and high quality statistics on international migration, and use them for evidence-based
policymaking on migration. Together with UNFPA, UNECE organized three capacity building
workshops* where producers of migration data and policymakers from Eastern Europe, Caucasus and
Central Asia could exchange experience and views and receive guidance for resolving their statistical
challenges. As a result, a significant improvement was recorded in the target countries with regard to
the capacity to produce and disseminate relevant, high quality and comparable statistics on
international migration, and to the understanding of the importance of their incorporation into
policymaking processes.

The workshops led to several concrete outcomes: (a) a practical guide on international migration
statistics for the region®, (b) a review of sources and quality of statistics on international migration®,
and (c) the UNECE Clearinghouse on Statistics of International Migration’ (see section E below).
These outcomes have helped to improve the development, comparability, dissemination and exchange
of international migration data in the region.

Workshop participants noted that the countries of the region should work on better utilization of
administrative sources to satisfy the demands of data users and policymakers, and to develop large-
scale sample surveys in countries where they have not yet been developed. They voiced a need to
receive trainings for policymakers on interpreting statistical evidence for policy formulation and
monitoring. International organizations could provide significant aid in form of consultations, training
and technical assistance to improve migration data availability and quality.

E. EXCHANGE AND DISSEMINATION OF MIGRATION STATISTICS: DATA CLEARINGHOUSE

Based on discussions at the workshops of the Development Account project, UNECE established a
Clearinghouse on Migration Statistics’



NOTES

! http://www.unece.org/statshome/meetings-and-events.html. Select “migration statistics” from the drop-down
menu.

2 http://www.unece.org/stats/migratory/index.html

® Project “Strengthening national capacities to deal with international migration: maximising development
benefits and minimising impact”, carried out jointly by the United Nations regional commissions and
coordinated by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean.

* Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan), 15-17 February 2010: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2010.02.migration.html;
Istanbul (Turkey), 6-8 December 2010: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2010.12.migration.html;
Antalya (Turkey), 26-27 October 2011: http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2011.10.migration.html.

% http://www.unece.org/international_migration_statistics_guide.html
® http://www.unece.org/review_of sources_international_migration.html

" http://w3.unece.org/pxweb/database/stat/89-mch/01-mch_1/?lang=1



