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The Commission on Population and Development (CPD) held its 51st session on 7 April 2017, 
immediately following the closure of the 50
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into account as part of development planning.  Member States recognized the synergy of 
migration and development, including the value of remittances to countries of origin.  They 
emphasized the importance of facilitating migration that is safe, orderly and regular, and they 
reaffirmed their commitment to upholding the human rights of migrants.  

The Commission had before it three substantive reports of the Secretary General:  on the 
special theme of the session, on the monitoring of population programmes and on world 
demographic trends.  The reports emphasized that fertility levels are declining and life 
expectancy at birth is increasing in almost all countries.  Two major consequences of these 
trends, which together comprise the demographic transition, are the rapid growth of the 
human population – rising from less than one billion to a future level of around 11 billion over a 
period of roughly 350 years – and the substantial upward shift in the population distribution by 
age.  Although all countries are experiencing a similar set of changes, there is currently a wide 
range of demographic situations and population trajectories across countries and geographic 
regions.  In Africa, a relatively young population contributes to the rapid growth of the 
population.  At the other extreme, the population of Europe is ageing rapidly and will begin to 
decline in size within a few years. 

Another major global trend is urbanization, referring to the growth of cities and urban areas 
and to the increasing share of the total population that resides in urban areas.  Population 
growth contributes to rapid urbanization and to an increase in the size and number of urban 
settlements.  Urbanization is driven also by the movement of people from rural to urban areas, 
reflecting the economic shift from agriculture to industrial production. 

In recent decades, international migration has reached unprecedented levels, with most 
movements taking place between countries of the same geographic region.  Cities are on the 
frontlines of receiving, hosting and integrating migrants into countries of destination. 

As in previous years, the Commission heard two keynote presentations on the special theme of 
the session.  In an address on “Urbanization and migration - two globtwYJ1
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would be necessary to achieve the goals set in the ICPD Programme of Action and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.   

Member States acknowledged the significance of migration as a global megatrend, as well as 
the challenges faced by countries of origin, transit and destination.  They emphasized that the 
human rights of migrants and refugees 
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social and economic affairs.  Moreover, Governments should acknowledge that relevant, 
accurate and timely population data disaggregated by age, sex, geographical location and 
migratory status are needed for planning and decision-making, noting that such data can help 
Governments to anticipate needs, determine the impact of public policies and confirm the pace 
of progress.  

Governments should also seek to improve information on the demographic components of 
urban growth, including growth due to internal or international migration, and to promote a 
better understanding of migratory patterns to and from cities and of linkages between urban 
areas and places of origin.  This can be done by supporting the role and enhanced capacity of 
national, subnational and local governments in data collection, mapping, analysis and 
dissemination, in accordance with international standards.  

(d) Emerging issues likely to affect building sustainable and resilient societies 

The development of standardized definitions and categories for the delimitation of cities and 
urban agglomerations is needed to facilitate the effective review and evaluation of progress in 
achieving the Goals and targets of the 
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(f) Policy recommendations to accelerate progress toward sustainable and resilient societies 

Urban planning is critical for the development of a sustainable infrastructure capable of 
providing access to essential services for all residents, especially the urban poor.  Planning for 
service delivery to residents of both urban and rural areas should consider different scenarios 
for the future growth of cities and the surrounding rural communities, including patterns of 
internal migration and mobility and the 


