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1. High-level political forum on sustainable development (HLPF) and Voluntary
National Reviews

The Highlevel political forum on sustainable development will take place from 10 to 19 July 2017.



Governments, the UN system, IGOs, the Major Groups and other stakehahdiévilually or in
partnership+to advance the implementation of SDG 14 and relzepbts.

In the Conference, many delegations stressed that effective fofiderthe Ocean Conference will be
critical to ensuring that all nations are working together to meet their SDG14 implementation
obligations, inclusive of science, business and



States. The meeting will also identify priority outreach opportunities for the group to connect to
scientists and experts in other fora or megsin

5. Financing for Development

ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development follow-up

The secon@ECOSOC FfD Forunwas held on 225 May 2017The Forum included: a oraay special
high-level meeting of ECOSOC with th&orld Bank, IMF WTO and UNCTAD; ministerial round

tables, which provided a higkvel platform for sharing national experiences in mainstreaming the
Addis Agenda into national development strategies; a series of thematic expert discussions; updates
from other relevantdra; and a stakeholder dialogue.

The 2017 Forum was considered a success both in terms of its outcome and proceedings. The annual
report of the Inteagency Task Force on Financing for Development (IATF) provided the major
substantive input to the Forum, and served as a basis for thgowgenmentally agreed conclusions

and recommendations. The-2aragraph outcome document, which was agreed in a timely manner,
reaffirms key elements of the Addis Agenda and contains commitments on policies and lhetiems.

mandated the IATF to cargut substantive work in eight focus areas, and to include findings of this

work in its 2018 report7 KH JRUXPTV LQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDOO\ DJUHHG FRC
serve as an important input to tHagh-level Political Forum on Sustainable Deveitmgnt (HLPF).

The FfD Forum is establishing itself as an inclusive platform for discussion on a broad range of issues
in Financing for Development. Participants at the 2017 Forum looked forward to future meetings, and
called for utilizing the Forum as agtform for sustained dialogue on concrete national experiences in
implementing the Addis Agenda.

Report of the Inter-agency Task Force on FfD

The Interagency Task Force on Financing for Development (IATF) published its first substantive
report in April 2017, in advance of the second ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development
follow-up. The report was well received by all stakeholders, in padaticay Member States. It

identified progress in all seven action areas of the Addis Agenda. However, a difficult global
environment has impeded individual and collective efforts, and many implementation gaps remain.
Both economic factorgsuch as low comodity prices and low trade growth, and volatile capital
flows +and political and environmental factotsncluding largescale humanitarian criseBnpacted
national implementation efforts.

In response, the Task Force proposed a combination of nadiathaternational actions to change

the trajectory of the global economy and support countries in achieving the SDGs, including trough
long-term and quality investments in sustainable development. Recognizing that growth alone will not
suffice, the reporalso put forward a number of options to directly ameliorate living conditions of the
poor and vulnerable, including by addressing financing challenges related to social protection floors.

In assessing progress in the action areas, the Task Force fiatintbiny countries have started to

bring their implementation efforts together into coherent financing frameworks. Noting that national
efforts alone will not suffice, it also called on the international community to meet its commitments
on multilaterale,.



The IMF, OECD, UN and World Bank established the Platform for Collaboration on Tax in April
2016.The Platform aims to better support governments by providing a structurécasyiarent
framework for (i) producing concrete joint outputs and deliverables under an agreed work plan; (ii)
strengthening dynamic interactions between standard setting, capacity building and technical
assistance; and (iii) sharing information on atigg more systematically.
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on its activities in 2017. The Platfaris currently workingn a series of toolkits to address selected

tax issues of particular relevance to developing countries.

The Platform is also working on organizing its first global conference, to be held at UNHQ in New
Yorkon14 )HEUXDU\ XQGHU WKH WKHPH 37D[DWLRQ DQG WKH 6
structured around five thematic areas: 1) domestic resource mtbiliaad the State; 2) the role of

taxation in supporting sustainable economic growth, investment and trade; 3) tax and the social

dimension: addressing poverty, inequality and health; 4) tax capacity development; and 5)

international tax cooperation.

6. Statistics
IAEG follow up
The Statistical Commission of ECOSOC, at it¥ 48ssion in March 2017, adopted the global SDG

indicator framework for the followap and review of progress towards achieving the SDGs. The
global indicator framework was developed by the hitgency and Expert Group on SDG indicators



significant gaps, challenges and progress made.

The UN World Data Forum



