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Leaving no one behind*




The Committee recommends that the United Nations
System entities and Member states embed the concept of
leaving no one behind in their strategic frameworks and
translate that concept into action, not only by targeting
specific groups that are excluded from decision-making
power and the benefits of development, but also by
safeguarding the interests of those groups by not pushing
them further behind through measures that deprive them
of their rights and livelihoods, and by the following:

(@) Ensuring that macroeconomic and fiscal instruments
work towards equitable, sustainable growth,



despite the recognition of the importance of agricultural
and rural development, many countries are not taking
advantage of the opportunities of inclusive rural
development. In a significant share of the least developed
countries, economic vulnerability has risen rather than
declined in recent years.

Not only are people and countries being left behind, but in
many different contexts they are being pushed further
behind by a variety of forces, including globalization,
technological developments, climate change and other
forms of environmental degradation that all lead to loss of
access to land, livelihoods and jobs. In many cases, policies,

Despite the discouraging trends, the experiences of certain
countries with industrial development, the improvement of
education levels, reproductive health, and the reduction of
inequalities show that it is possible to make

legislation and investments directed at meeting certain
development goals fail to take into account negative
impacts on other sectors, groups of people and countries as
well as on future generations.

Many countries, in particular least developed countries, still
lack the productive capacity necessary to bring them on a
path towards sustainable development.® Economic growth
does not necessarily lead to a reduction of inequality,
poverty and deprivation, nor to the creation of decent jobs.
Many economies have undergone a process of re-
primarization in recent years, rather than one of structural
transformation towards higher value-added sectors.



to actively ensure that they are accountable to all citizens
both through formal processes — such as free and fair
elections that are not captured by economic interests —
and through other accountability mechanisms such as a

The pledge to leave no one behind is seldom disputed in
principle, but the complexity of its practical implementation
is often insufficiently acknowledged. While in the long run
many goals and concepts contained in the 2030 Agenda
converge, trade-offs in the path towards their achievement
must be understood and addressed.

The pledge to leave no one behind is grounded in strong
philosophical and economic arguments. The policy choices
most effective in leaving no one behind are not necessarily
those routinely associated with that goal. The best results
may come not from targeting specific groups but from

free press, access to information, meaningful multi-
stakeholder participation instances at all levels of
policymaking and access to justice.

macroeconomic and fiscal policies and from the
establishment of universal programmes that do not express
any explicit priority towards any particular group, such as
effectively universal (as opposed to stratified) social
protection, public schools, public health care, universal
childcare and elder care, with targeted policies playing only
a subsidiary role. Policies for poverty eradication that focus
%n the poverty headcount





