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Smooth transition and country specific factors

Samoa graduated on 1 January 2014 (A/RES/64/295), and during the monitoring period, it has
submitted country reports to CDP in 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018. In its last report in 2018 on the
implementation of the smooth transition strategy, the Government stated that the smooth
transition strategy has been implemented as an integral part of the Strategy for the
Development of Samoa 2016/17 - 2019/2020: Accelerating Sustainable Development and
Broadening Opportunities for All. The smooth transition strategy has integrated into its efforts to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, the SAMOA Pathway, the Paris Agreement, and
Disaster Risk Reduction Framework.

International supports for Samoa after graduation have changed as follows:

The transition period for EU’s Everything-But-Arms (EBA) arrangement continued until 2018. As
of 1 January 2019, Samoa is no longer a beneficiary country of EBA, and now covered under the
standard GSP.° Tariff on crude coconut oil, Samoa’s main export product to EU, remains at zero,
as it is covered by the standard GSP. Samoa also acceded to the Economic Partnership
Agreement on 21 December 2018.

Samoa will continue to receive preferential market access based on regular GSPs, regional trade
agreements and/or WTO arrangements. Samoa ratified the PACER Plus Agreement with eleven
Pacific countries which came into force on 13 December 2020 and exploring possible free trade
agreements with some Asian countries.

Samoa is actively seeking financing for increasing resilience to natural disasters and climate
change. Samoa currently implements two projects ($60 million) financed by the Green Climate
Fund. Under the Global Environment Facility, Samoa received funding of $18 million for 13
national projects, and is part of 30 regional/global projects ($130 million).

Samoa has managed preventing an outbreak of the COVID-19. Given limited healthcare
infrastructure and challenges in procuring and distributing a vaccine, such an outbreak could
have devastating consequences. The pandemic has weighed significantly on the tourism sector



