
Figure  4 7 .1) , seagrasses are found 

t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  c l i m a t i c  z o n e s  (den Hartog 19 70 ;  P h i l l i p s  a n d  M e ñ e z  1 9 8 8 ) ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  

P o l a r  R e g i o n s  ( s e e  F i g u r e  4 7 .2a) .  B o t h  p r o v i d e  f o o d  a n d  h a b i t a t  t o  m a n y  e c o n o m i c a l l y  

e x p l o i t e d  s p e c i e s ,  h a v e  h i g h  p r o d u c t i v i t y  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  6  f o r  v a l u e s )  a n d  t h u s ,  p l a y  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  e c o l o g i c a l  b a l a n c e .   A p a r t  f r o m  g o o d s  ( e . g .  a s s o c i a t e d  f i s h e r i e s ,  f o o d ,  
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2011, Ling et al., 2015; Rocha et al., 2015; Russell and Connell, 2014; Steneck et al., 
2013. 

Apart from overexploitation, kelp population and distribution worldwide are reported to 
be affected by a variety of factors.  Connell et al. (2008) reported on a wholesale loss of 
canopy-forming kelp forests (up to 70 per cent) on the Adelaide metropolitan coast of 
South Australia where urbanization occurred. Overfishing of high value predators often 
causes explosions in herbivore populations, such as sea urchins, that feed on kelps, 
resulting in 



populations, five species (seven 



Furthermore, the loss of seagrass beds and kelp forests will deprive commercially 
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	Ecologically, the loss of these two ecosystems will reduce the amount of “blue” carbon stored in submerged marine habitats and thus, increase impacts and changes worldwide on weather patterns, directly putting coastal residents, their livelihoods and ...

