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Excellency 

1 have the honour to refer to Resolution 611122 of the General Assembly on Oceans and the Law of the 
Sea, adopted on 20 December 2006 and the related Note Verbale of 15 January 2007 (Reference 07- 
00105) from the United Nations Division for Ocean Mfairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal 
Affairs. In 
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Aide Memoire 

The backdrop to the proposed study is that the uations of the world are increasingly looking 
towards the oceans as the demands of rising populations are soaring, imperatives of poverty 
alleviation and improvement of standard-of-living are pressing. Meanwhile, progress in marine 
science and technology is expanding the possibility frontier and the potential economic benefits 
of resources from the marine dimension for 
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(v) competing priorities for development in the different sectors, including fisheries, offshore 
oil and gas, marine minerals, ports and harbours, shipping and coastal recreation and 
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