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effective area-based conservation measures into the wider landscape and seascape. It also request the Secretariat 
to elaborate an ambitious and transformational post-2020 roadmap on marine protected areas and other effective 
area-based conservation measures in the Mediterranean, in line with the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 
of the Convention on Biological Diversity and other regional and global processes, and in consultation with relevant 
global and regional organizations, for consideration by the Contracting Parties at COP 22. The role of marine 
protected areas in supporting environmental health, human well-being and socioeconomic stability will be promoted 
in the COVID-19 recovery phase, as part of the plan to help the Mediterranean region to build back better. 

Post COVID-19 environmental action needs to be based on strong scientific evidence. In this respect, the 
implementation of the UNEP/MAP Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme (IMAP) is crucial for the 
production of harmonized environmental data to assess the achievement and/or maintenance of Good 
Environmental Status of the Mediterranean Sea and coasts. UNEP/MAP system components, including MED POL, 
SPA/RAC and PAP/RAC, will continue to support Mediterranean countries in their monitoring, reporting and 
assessment efforts in important areas such as pollution and marine litter, biodiversity and non-indigenous species, 
as well as coastal zones and hydrography. In addition, new/emerging pollutants extensively used in response to 
COVID-19 and their pathways
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UNEP with the support of the European Commission, published three reports:  

a. “The Contributions of Marine and Coastal Area-based Management Approaches to Sustainable 
Development Goals and Targets – Technical Report” available at: https://www.unep-
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sector entities, not-for-profit organizations and academia. The dialogue forged new partnerships and showcased 
projects and initiatives that can feed into and scale up good practices in the region. 
 
At COP21 referenced above, the contracting parties adopted decision IG.24/5: Common Regional Framework for 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management where they reaffirmed their commitment toward governance and policy 
responses based on scientific evidence, to strengthen the application of Integrated Coastal Zone Management 
(ICZM) and its role, and committed their support to: 
 
a) Collect scientific findings in an easily accessible form on behalf of decision-makers at any level and 
develop transdisciplinary research and inter-sectoral policies to address climate change through a cross-cutting 
approach, particularly in the water-food-energy nexus; 
 
b) Evaluate the environmental, economic, and social impacts of sea level rise and coastal hazards, 
associated with climate change in coastal areas, with a view to ensure that land use planning and infrastructure 
take full account of relevant climate change scenarios and uncertainties; and 
 
c) 
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In 2020, the regional marine litter project SEA circular continues to engage national and local governments, plastic 
producers and businesses, research institutes and academia, and civil society to promote inclusive market-based 
solutions, policies and regulations to prevent plastic pollution. Under this project, the COBSEA Secretariat is 
working with national governments to strengthen and harmonize national marine litter monitoring programmes, 
conduct hotspot assessments in pilot countries, develop marine litter planning in line with the Regional Action Plan 
on Marine Litter (RAP MALI) and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Framework of Action on 
Marine Debris, and improve the science-policy interface for evidence-based action.  

NOWPAP member states – The People’s Republic of China, Japan, The Republic of Korea, and the Russian 
Federation developed a roadmap for developing a Regional Action Plan on Marine and Coastal Biodiversity 
Conservation scheduled to be launched after 2021. Policy makers and experts from the region discussed how to 
improve existing waste management approaches to address marine litter at the source in September 2019. 
NOWPAP experts brainstormed on future directions of the regional cooperation on addressing oil, Hazardous and 
Noxious Substances (HNS), and marine pollution in August 2019. Experts of the Data and Information Networking 
Regional Activity Centre (DINRAC) agreed to survey further the endangered species of the NOWPAP region. 
Scientists from China, Korea, Japan, and Russia reviewed the effectiveness of the NOWPAP Eutrophication 
Assessment Tool (NEAT) for protecting the region from eutrophication.  

To further develop this tool, NOWPAP cooperates with the global online search service Google and the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency to test NEAT for monitoring of eutrophication in oceans around the world, using 
cloud technologies. NOWPAP published a Regional synthesis report “Development of NOWPAP Ecological Quality 
Objective Targets Aligned with Sustainable Development Goals Indicators, phase 1” in January 2020, and the 
Report of National Actions on Marine Microplastics in the NOWPAP Region in April 2020.  

The NOWPAP Secretariat organized the International Coastal Cleanup Campaign in Dalian, China, on 25 
September 2019. More than 150 people joined this event and collected 76 kilograms of litter. Policymakers and 
experts from the NOWPAP gathered in Dalian, China, on 24-25 September 2019 to discuss how to improve 
existing waste management approaches to address marine litter at the source. The theme of the meeting was 
selected as "The Improvement of Waste Management to Reduce Marine Litter in the Oceans." The meeting 
presented an excellent opportunity for the participants to share their experience and best practices, as well as 
practical measures to overcome marine litter related challenges. 

At COP21 referenced above, the contracting parties decided to scale-
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d) Launching awareness raising campaigns on the impacts of litter, and in particular plastic litter and 
microplastics, on the marine environment. 

Issues related to marine litter management that were brought up or exacerbated due to the COVID-19 crisis, 
including the increased use of single-use plastic items as preventive measures and the management and disposal 
of contaminated household/ medical waste need to be further monitored and assessed in the framework of IMAP. 
These issues are also to be taken into account in the implementation and planned revision of the Regional Plan on 
Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean,
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Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia, held in Bali, Indonesia, on 19 and 20 June 2019, which comprises 
actions to prevent and reduce marine litter from land-based sources as well as sea-based sources, monitoring and 
assessment of marine litter, and activities supporting implementation, the twenty-third Intergovernmental Meeting of 
the Northwest Pacific Action Plan, held in Moscow from 9 to 11 October 2018, and the Bangkok Declaration on 
Combating Marine Debris in the ASEAN Region, adopted at the thirty-fourth Summit of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, held in Bangkok on 22 June 2019, to enhance efforts in addressing the issue of marine 
debris; 

The twenty-fourth Intergovernmental Meeting of the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia, held in June 
2019, encouraged Indonesia to further develop the Regional Capacity Center for Clean Seas (RC3S) founded in 
Bali in 2019 toward establishing it as a COBSEA Regional Activity Centre at IGM 25 in 2021. The RC3S is working 
with COBSEA to provide capacity building activities on marine litter toward achievement of COBSEA’s Regional 
Action Plan for Marine Litter (RAP MALI), adopted in June 2019.  

By request of the twenty-fourth Intergovernmental Meeting of the Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia, the 
COBSEA Secretariat in collaboration with the Working Group on Marine Litter and regional partners, is developing 
an East Asian Seas Regional Node of the Global Partnership on Marine Litter (GMPL) for consideration at twenty-

'
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The contracting parties to the Abidjan Convention also recently adopted an additional protocol “the Malabo Protocol 
on Environmental Standards and Guidelines for Offshore Oil and Gas Activities”. Once the protocol comes into 
force, it will provide a regional framework for offshore oil and gas in the West, Central and Southern African region. 

8. 
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The Minamata Convention currently has 119 Parties, of which five ratified the convention since September 
2019.  Please find a full list of Parties at 
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Countries/Parties/tabid/3428/language/en-US/Default.aspx  

The third Conference of the Parties (COP3) agreed in November 2019 issues including the adoption of guidance 
on the management of contaminated sites (COP3 document on contaminated sites UNEP/MC/COP.3/8 is available 
at http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Meetings/COP3/tabid/7854/language/en-US/Default.aspx), the definition of 
certain mercury wastes, and plans for intersessional work. COP3 encouraged Parties to take the guidance into 
account in identifying, assessing, managing, and, as appropriate, remediating sites contaminated by mercury or 
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