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Deep-sea Fisheries and Areas beyond national jurisdiction

In December 2014, the Database on Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems (VME database) was launched. The
VME database was developed in collaboration with the regional bodies with mandates to manage deep-
sea fisheries in ABNJ and provides interactive maps and factual information on management measures

taken
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I - Implementation of the Convention and related agreements and instruments
OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 5
FAO has continued supporting its Members in the review and development of national legislation in the
field of food and agriculture, including fisheries. In this context, FAO has facilitated the implementation of

obligations deriving from international agreements, including UNCLOS, in national legislation, in as far as
they are relevant for fisheries, aguaculture, and food security in general.



availability of funds. The workshops were largely supported through an FAO project funded by the
Norwegian Government.

FAO has also conducted country specific training in Port State Measures in the Maldives, the Philippines,
Thailand and Tonga. Capacity development and training material produced by FAO includes a guide (in
English, Spanish and French) for the implementation of the Port State Measures Agreement2 and training
manuals for port inspection (in English and Thai)3. In addition, FAO has supported Papua New Guinea, St.
Kitts and Nevis and Philippines in strengthening national fisheries legislation including in support of the
implementation of the Port State Measures agreement.

FAO has participated in a number of workshops and meetings organised by its Members, IGOs, NGOs and
other international entities, where it delivered presentations on the status of the Agreement and the
benefits of its global implementation.

SECTION VII - MARITIME SAFETY AND SECURITY AND FLAG STATE IMPLEMENTATION

OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 91 AND 98
Safety at sea in the fisheries sector

Recently, as part of a global study, FAO sponsored 16 case studies from around the world to review the
issue of the relationship between safety at sea and fisheries management practices for fisheries or for a
specific fishery in each country. The purpose of a synthesis report of those case studies, which is in the
process of being published, is to document (globally) the relationship between safety at sea and fisheries
management practices and to provide practical guidelines for fisheries managers on how they can help to
make fishing safer.

The importance of safety at sea in the fisheries sector was highlighted at the 31st Session of the FAO
Committee on Fisheries (9-13 June 2014). The Committee welcomed the effective cooperation established
in this regard between FAO, ILO and IMO. Many Members stressed the link between safety at sea and
forced labour and the occurrence of IUU fishing activities. They referred, in this context, to the ILO
Convention 188 and to the Cape Town Agreement of 2012 on the implementation of the provisions of the
Torremolinos Protocol of 1993.
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development of a safe and secure maritime and fisheries sector in Somalia. In addition, FAO has a number
of projects in Somalia, i) to improve fisheries management, diversify livelihoods, develop landing
facilities, ii) address IUU fishing, and iii) supports the Somali Seafarers initiative to improve dialogues


http://www.fao.org/fishery/code/codequest

regional fishery bodies (RFBs) and non-






OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 167,171,172 AND 179
Climate change — impacts on marine and coastal ecosystems and Ocean acidification
Greenhouse gas emissions

In line with the suggestions from the FAO Committee on Fisheries at its 29t Session, FAO should provide
Members with information on possible fishing industry contributions to climate change, and on ways to
reduce the sector’s reliance on, and consumption of, fossil fuels, respecting the principles embodied within
UNFCCC. FI conducted two related expert workshops. The first workshop’s (23 to 25 January 2012) aim
was to develop and progress agreed methods framework to assess Greenhouse Gases (GHG) emissions
and the implications of different methods in the quantification of GHG from different seafood production
systems.6 The second workshop (4 to 5 March 2013) discussed the potential for reducing GHG emissions
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2012-2015 publications include:

Understanding water availability constraints in fresh water fishery and aquaculture for climate
change planning - A compilation of water- related indicators in selected countries. FAO Fisheries
and Aquaculture Circular. (In preparation).

Assessing climate change vulnerability in fisheries and aquaculture: available methodologies and
their relevance for the sector. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Paper 586. (In
preparation).

Report of the Expert Workshop on Strategies and Practical Options for Greenhouse Gas
Reductions in Fisheries and Aquaculture Food Production Systems. Bergen, Norway, 4-5 March
2013. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Report. No. R1073. Rome, FAO. 2014.
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stakeholder workshops that identified overall sustainability objectives and the key issues to be addressed
in order to achieve them.

. Through the Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem (CLME) project a case study was implemented
on the shared stocks of shrimp and groundfish fishery of the Guianas-Brazil shelf aimed at mainstreaming
EAF in the management of the shrimp and groundfish resources. Funding request was submitted to GEF to
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OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 204

Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security
and Poverty Eradication

The Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security
and Poverty Alleviation (SSF Guidelines) seek to enhance the contribution of small-scale fisheries to
poverty alleviation, food and nutrition security, and economic growth. They support the empowerment of
small-scale fishing communities, including both men and women and vulnerable and marginalized groups,
to participate in decision-making, receive and benefit from rights and assume responsibilities for
sustainable resource utilization and livelihoods developments.

Acting on to the recommendations of the 29t and 30t sessions of the FAO Committee on Fisheries, FAO
hosted a technical consultation to develop the SSF Guidelines, from May 20-24 in 2013 and from 3-9
February in 2014. A total of 87 COFlI members, 11 inter-governmental organizations, 4 international non-
governmental organizations and 59 representatives from civil society organizations attended the
meetings. The resumed session in February confirmed the importance of empowering the small-scale
fisheries sector to act as responsible steward of aquatic resources and to allow for a dynamic development
of the sector. To achieve this, the meeting acknowledged the need for an inclusive and integrated
approach which allows for the active participation of all stakeholders. The final text of the SSF Guidelines
was endorsed by the 31st session of COFI in June 201420,

During its 30t session, COFI had also noted the need to develop implementation strategies for the future

SSF Guidelines at various levels including related policy reforms. It was also recalled that the 29t session
of COFI had agreed to the establishment and implementation of a Global Assistance Programme (GAP) that
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The five-year Program, whose implementation started in 2014, is an innovative, unique and
comprehensive initiative working with a wide range of partners. It is made up of four Projects which bring
together governments, regional management bodies, civil society, the private sector, academia and
industry to work towards ensuring the sustainable use and conservation of ABNJ biodiversity and
ecosystem services.

OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 211 - cont -

Deep-sea Fisheries and Areas beyond national jurisdiction

The FAO programme on deep-sea fisheries in areas beyond national jurisdiction focuses both on applying
an ecosystems approach to fisheries and protecting marine biodiversity in the deep seas and has been

ongoing since the adoption of FAO International Guidelines for the Management of Deep-sea Fisheries in the
High Seas (Deep Sea Guidelines) in 2008. The full ranges of stakeholders and partners have been involved
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OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 219 - cont -
Aguatic genetic resources

FAO is preparing the first State of the World’s Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (SowW
AQGR) Report, through a country-driven process. As recommended by the Commission on Genetic
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region to bring the fisheries and biodiversity communities together to discuss common issues in relation
to spatial management measures. FAO lead sessions on protected areas and food security including
specific sessions focusing on fisheries and protected areas during the 2014 World Parks Congress held in
Sydney, Australia, from 12 to 19 November 2014,

SECTION XI — MARINE SCIENCE

OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 239

Collaborative platforms

FAO has
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droughts and floods. With climate change, both the severity and the frequency of these hazards are likely
to increase. Disease outbreaks have cost the aquaculture industry tens of billions dollars over the last 20
years. The fisheries and aquaculture sector is also at risk from other disasters of human origin such as oil
spills, conflict
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FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular No. 1094. 2014. Gap analysis of national and regional
fisheries and aquaculture priorities and initiatives in Western and Central Africa in respect to
climate change and disasters. Rome, FAO. 107 pp. http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3753e.pdf

FAO. 2014. Report of the FAO/NEPAD Workshop on Climate Change, Disasters and Crises in the
Fisheries and Aquaculture Sector in Southern and Eastern Africa, Maputo, Mozambique, 22-24
April 2013. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Report/FAO Rapport sur les péches et I'aquaculture
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Brown, D. & Poulain, F. (eds). 2013. Guidelines for the fisheries and aquaculture sector on damage
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FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular. No. 1081.2013.The vulnerability of fishing
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