
Oceans and the Law of the Sea 

Report of the Secretary-General 

 

Contribution from the Intergovernmental  
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC) 

 

January 2015 

 

Summary 
 
UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) promotes international cooperation and 
coordinates programmes in marine research, services, observation systems, hazard mitigation, and capacity 
development in order to understand and effectively manage the resources of the ocean and coastal areas.  By 
applying this knowledge, IOC aims to foster sustainable development of the marine environment, in particular in 
developing countries, through its activities in the following 







have typically focused on well-studied vertebrate taxa, because these are the species for which we have sufficient 
data to robustly detect trends. While such indices have proved to be useful scientific and policy tools, they ignore 
most of Earth's biodiversity that exists in poorly studied taxonomic groups. 

As part of a new project called the Development of Information Products and Services for Ocean Assessments 
(DIPS-4-Ocean Assessments) under the framework of the UNESCO/Flanders Fund-in-Trust for the support of 
UNESCO's activities in the field of Science (FUST), IOC will develop methods and tools for obtaining indices on 
marine biodiversity using the largest open-access database on the diversity, distribution and abundance of all marine 
life forms, the IOC-UNESCO's Ocean Biogeographic Information System (OBIS). The information resulting from 
this project will serve major global assessments on the state of the marine environment, such as the UN World Ocean 



assessment and management of the marine environment such as the World Ocean Assessment and Regional Seas 
Programmes. 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001865/186559e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001865/186559e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002277/227779e.pdf


https://vimeo.com/album/2855369
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/SC/pdf/interagency_blue_paper_ocean_rioPlus20.pdf

