
 

Oceans and Law of the Sea  

 
Contribution from the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

 

I. Introduction 

1. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

VHFUHWDULDW� �³WKH�VHFUHWDULDW´�� VHHNV� WR�FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH United Nations General Assembly 

resolution HQWLWOHG�³2FHDQV�DQG�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�VHD´��78/69), of 5 December 2023 for the report 

entitled ³2FHDQV�DQG�WKH�ODZ�RI�WKH�VHD´ on developments and issues relating to ocean affairs 

and the law of the sea, including the implementation of the 

https://unfccc.int/documents/210471
https://unfccc.int/event/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue-to-consider-how-to-strengthen-adaptation-and-mitigation-action
https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/
https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/
https://unfccc.int/documents/310475
https://unfccc.int/documents/624444
https://unfccc.int/documents/624444
https://unfccc.int/documents/624441


https://unfccc.int/documents/626561
https://unfccc.int/documents/631689#:~:text=This%20informal%20summary%20report%2C%20prepared,second%2C%20fisheries%20and%20food%20security.
https://unfccc.int/topics/ocean/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue
https://unfccc.int/topics/ocean/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue
https://unfccc.int/topics/ocean/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Ocean_Dialogue_2023_Information_Note.pdf
https://unfccc.int/topics/ocean/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Breakout%20Group%20Case%20Studies%20and%20Best%20Practices%20at%20the%20Ocean%20and%20climate%20change%20dialogue%202023.pdf


https://unfccc.int/event/informal-meeting-on-the-summary-report-of-the-ocean-and-climate-dialogue-convened-by-the-co
https://unfccc.int/documents/632334


4 

17. Annex I provides for the updates on the ocean under the UNFCCC process.  

V. The Ocean and climate change dialogue 2024  

18. In accordance with decision 1/CP.27, the Sharm el-Sheikh Implementation Plan, the 

dialogue co-facilitators convened the virtual informal exchange of views �³H[FKDQJH� RI�

YLHZV´��ZLWK�3DUWLHV�DQG�REVHUYHUV.   

19. Nineteen Parties and Groups of Parties and thirty-four observers and groups of 

https://unfccc.int/documents/626561
https://unfccc.int/event/informal-exchange-of-views-on-the-preparation-for-the-ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue-2024
https://unfccc.int/documents/638045
https://unfccc.int/documents/638612
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funfccc.int%2Fevent%2Fannual-ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue-mandated-event&data=05%7C02%7Cjrandhawa%40unfccc.int%7Cacfa3139868340d0daee08dc8a5348f6%7C2a6c12ad406a4f33b686f78ff5822208%7C0%7C0%7C638537338120048066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TqX5HKJicl7PET%2Fr4pZAmkTHqiJgQ6cZrYaizhA108g%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funfccc.int%2Fevent%2Fannual-ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue-mandated-event-0&data=05%7C02%7Cjrandhawa%40unfccc.int%7Cacfa3139868340d0daee08dc8a5348f6%7C2a6c12ad406a4f33b686f78ff5822208%7C0%7C0%7C638537338120052944%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zES6ZNFIxAeqMKsnF%2FKuDT4aU5MGLH3bUs4SX3Kkzic%3D&reserved=0
https://unfccc.int/documents/639517
https://unfccc.int/topics/ocean/ocean-action-under-the-unfccc
https://unfccc.int/topics/ocean/ocean-action-under-the-unfccc
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expert panel members or in breakout group discussions. Several UN-Oceans members, 

including DOALOS, International Maritime Organization, 

https://press.un.org/en/2024/sea2191.doc.htm.
https://www.unesco.org/en/decades/ocean-decade.
https://oceandecade.org/news/decade-advisory-board-leverages-vision-2030-outcomes-to-identify-priority-actions-for-the-ocean-decade/
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/UNFCCC%20sec%20Input%20to%20SG%20background%20note%20UN%20Ocean%20Conference%2007%20March%202024.pdf
https://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/ICSP17/Videos/Icsp17segment2randhawa.mp4


6 

Annex I: Relevant updates under the UNFCCC process  

1. Outcome of the first global stocktake 

1. The outcome of the first global stocktake (Decision 1/CMA.5), welcomed the outcomes of 

and the informal summary report on the 2023 ocean dialogue and encouraged further strengthening 

of ocean-based action, as appropriate (para. 180).  

2. In the outcome of the first global stocktake, Parties noted in the preamble the importance of 

ensuring the integrity of all ecosystems, including in forests, the ocean, mountains and the 

cryosphere, and the protection of biodiversity, recognized by some cultures as Mother Earth 

including the ocean. 

3. The outcome of the first global stocktake invites Parties to preserve and restore oceans and 

coastal ecosystems and scale up, as appropriate, ocean-based mitigation action (para. 35). Further, 

Parties note that ecosystem-based approaches, including ocean-based adaptation and resilience 

measures, can reduce a range of climate change risks and provide multiple co-benefits (para. 56). 

4. The outcome of the first global stocktake, encourages the implementation of integrated, 

multi-sectoral solutions, such as nature-based solutions and ecosystem-based approaches, and 

protecting, conserving and restoring nature and ecosystems, including marine and coastal 

ecosystems, which may offer economic, social and environmental benefits such as improved 

resilience and well-being (para.55).  

5. In accordance with decision 2/CMA.5 on the Global goal on adaptation, the outcome of the 

first global stocktake urges Parties and invites non-Party stakeholders to increase ambition and 

enhance adaptation action and support, in order to accelerate swift action at scale and at all levels, 

from local to global, in alignment with other global frameworks, towards the achievement of, inter 

alia, the target by 2030 and progressively beyond, of reducing climate impacts on ecosystems and 

biodiversity and accelerating the use of ecosystem-based adaptation and nature-based solutions, 

including through their management, enhancement, restoration and conservation and the protection 

of terrestrial, inland water, mountain, marine and coastal ecosystems (para 63 (d)). 

2. 

https://unfccc.int/documents/637073
https://unfccc.int/documents/631689#:~:text=This%20informal%20summary%20report%2C%20prepared,second%2C%20fisheries%20and%20food%20security.
https://unfccc.int/topics/ocean/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue
https://unfccc.int/documents/632334
https://www.wri.org/research/analysis-ocean-based-climate-action-ndcs




http://unfccc.int/nwp
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NWPStaging/Pages/NWP-Expert-Group-on-Oceans.aspx
https://unfccc.int/documents/230928
https://unfccc.int/documents/510426
https://unfccc.int/documents/278047
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based solutions, including ecosystem-based adaptation. The report identifies entry points for 

enhancing access to the GCF for funding to implement coastal and marine nature-based solutions. 

(d) At the 13th NWP Focal Point Forum, on the ocean, held at COP 25, 10  an IPCC 

presentation on the findings in its Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere11 was followed by a 

discussion among Parties and NWP partners on knowledge needs and specific actions that national 

Governments and NWP partners could take to address knowledge gaps in order to build the 

resilience of ocean, coastal areas and related ecosystems. 

23. LAKI is a joint initiative between the secretariat and UNEP through its Global Adaptation 

Network, an action pledge under the NWP, that aims to enhance adaptation action in subregions by 

closing priority knowledge gaps in all countries, but particularly in developing countries, including 

the LDCs, SIDS and African States.12 

24. Pacific small island developing States. The activities for this subregion cover 14 SIDS: 

Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Niue, Palau, 

Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu, of which three are LDCs. 

25. The UNFCCC secretariat, UNEP and the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment 

Programme co-convened a virtual priority-setting workshop for the Pacific SIDS.13 The workshop 

helped to enhance understanding of the priority knowledge gaps impeding the implementation and 

scaling up of adaptation action in the Pacific SIDS. During the workshop, the experts focused on 

how to use existing data and information to bridge certain knowledge gaps, how to facilitate the 

informed application of knowledge and 
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as Mangroves, Coral Reefs, Ocean Renewable Energy, Aquatic Food, Marine Conservation and 

Shipping. 

34. Moving on to 2024, the priorities include regionalizing the 2030 Climate Solutions and 

ensuring that ocean-based solutions are scalable and based on scientific knowledge to drive forward 

the implementation of the outcome of the first global stocktake and support national governments 

in preparing for enhanced NDCs


