
c	

	
Ministry of Fisheries and Ocean Resources 

Male’, Republic of Maldives 

	

PAGE | 1 

 

!"#$%&'($&"#)*%"+)$,-)./01&2-3)$")$,-)3-2-#$--#$,)%"(#1)"*)4#*"%+/0)!"#3(0$/$&"#3))
"*)5$/$-3)6/%$&-3)$")$,-)7#&$-1)8/$&"#3)9&3,)5$":;3)<=%--+-#$>)3-%2&#=)/3)/)*(%$,-%))

?%-?/%/$"%@)+--$&#=)*"%)$,-)%-3(+-1)A-2&-B)!"#*-%-#:-)"#)$,-)<=%--+-#$)
CDE)F)DG)./@)HIHJK)

 

Sustainable fisheries management in the face of climate change 

 

Situated in the Indian Ocean, the Maldives archipelago comprises of 26 atolls spread across 
approximately 90,000 square kilometers. With an average elevation of just 1.5 meters above sea level, 
the Maldives is the world's lowest-lying country, making it particularly vulnerable to the impacts of 
climate change and rising sea levels. Despite its small land area, the Maldives holds rich biodiversity, 
hosting 3% of the world’s coral reefs1. The unique geography of the country has shaped the cultural 
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world8. Sustainability has always been at the core of Maldivian fisheries, playing a vital role since its 
inception. Yellowfin tuna handline fishery is a relatively recent development, emerging in the late 
1990s and early 2000s. Net fishing and other forms of destructive gears are prohibited by law in the 
Maldives9. 

The sustainable nature of the pelagic tuna fishery and the strong cultural values associated with tuna 
is believed to have supported the reef health of the country over the past thousand years
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fishing vessels operate exclusively within the EEZ, any such migration of tuna species beyond the 
EEZ boundaries will greatly affect its catch. Even if accessing these areas were feasible, the operation 
would require substantially more fuel, resulting in higher costs and increased emissions associated with 
fishing operations.  

The potential implications on the Maldives pole-and-line fishery will not only impact the local 
communities dependent on the fishery, but also the 
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Specifically, investigating potential shifts in tuna distribution patterns and identifying cooler 
areas that could serve as refuges for tunas amidst warming ocean temperatures would be useful 
for informing sustainable fisheries management practices and ensuring the resilience of 


