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1. Introduction  

The United Republic of Tanzania, hereinafter referred to as “Tanzania”  ratified on 30th  
September 1985 
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technical advice and assistance was provided by UNEP Shelf Programme/GRID-Arendal,  
Geocap and GX-Technology. 
 
 
3. Outer limit of the continental shelf of Tanzania and Baseline 

The present preliminary information and description deals with the outer limits of the continental 
shelf appurtenant to Tanzania, without prejudice to any issues of bilateral maritime delimitation 
with neighbouring States. Such issues will be referred to under item 6 below. 
 
In this particular communication the straight baseline has been used. 
 
4. Provisions of article 76 invoked in support of this communication 

 
The provisions of paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 of article 76 of the Convention are referred to in support 
of preliminary information indicative of the outer limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 M. 
 
5. General description of the continental margin in the Indian 

Ocean off the coast of Tanzania1

The Tanzania continental margin is part of the East African continental margin 
characterized by a narrow continental shelf which broadens slightly to the north. The 
continental slope has a smooth gradient compared to the more complex morphology to 
the north (

  

Figure 1). The deep abyssal plain of the Somali Basin is at a depth of about 
5000 m..  
 
The evolution of the East African continental margin began with the separation of the 
West and East Gondwana Super continent during the Middle Jurassic, which resulted in 
the formation of the West Somali Basin. As part of the West Gondwana, Tanzania was 
juxtaposed to Madagascar which was then attached to India  and Antarctica. 
 
Both the Western and Eastern Somali Basin crust have magnetic anomalies that suggest 
that spreading started in the Middle Jurassic at  magnetic anomaly M22 and became 
extinct at anomaly M0 during the Middle Cretaceous. During this period India,  

                                                 
1 Source: Bhattacharya, G.C. and Chaubey, A. K., 2001. Western Indian Ocean – A Glimpse of the Tectonic 

Scenario. In: The Indian Ocean, A Perspective, PP. 691 – 729. 
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