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Preliminary Information 
Concerning the Outer Limits of the Continental Shelf of Tokelau 

 
 
I Introduction 
 
Tokelau is a non-self-governing territory of New Zealand, a State Party to the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), which it signed on 
10 December 1982 and ratified on 19 July 1996.   
 
New Zealand advises that it intends to submit information to the Commission on 
the Limits of the Continental Shelf (the Commission) in respect of the outer limits 
of Tokelau’s continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles, in accordance with the 
provisions of article 76 of UNCLOS. 
 
Preliminary analysis indicates that the continental shelf of Tokelau as defined in 
accordance with Article 76 extends beyond 200 nautical miles of the territorial 
sea baseline in both the west and the east, through the natural prolongation of 
the Tokelau landmass along the submerged elevation named Robbie Ridge 
(Figure 1). 
 
This document provides preliminary information indicative of the outer limits of 
Tokelau’s continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles, and a description of the 
status of preparations and intended date of making a submission.  This 
information is provided without prejudice to the final submission or its 
consideration by the Commission, and satisfies the time period referred to in 
Article 4 of Annex II to UNCLOS, consistent with decision SPLOS/183 of the 
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stands approximately one kilometre above the surrounding seafloor (Figure 1) 
and will be compensated by a crustal root several kilometres thicker than 
adjoining ocean crust.  Robbie Ridge forms the basement for Tokelau and is 
distinct from “rocks of the deep ocean floor” formed by normal seafloor spreading 
processes. 
 
As such, Robbie Ridge forms the natural prolongation of Tokelau and the 
continental margin extends to where Robbie Ridge gives way to the deep ocean 
floor.  This is well defined around much of Robbie Ridge (Figure 1).  
 
The continental margin extends beyond 200 nautical miles of Tokelau’s territorial 
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III The status of preparation of the submission 


