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Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Dear colleagues, 

 

I am pleased to welcome you today at the launch of the United Nations Office of 

Counter-Terrorism Global Programme on Security of Major Sporting Events, and Promotion 

of Sport and its Values as a Tool to Prevent Violent Extremism.  

 

Let me start by thanking the generous support to this UNOCT Initiative of the 

Government of the State of QatarͶwho also gave us the idea to develop this Global 

Programme and helped us to launch it. My words of gratitude also go to the WĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ�

Republic of China and the Republic of Korea, who joined and contributed to this initiative.   

 

Many thanks to Ambassadors Al-Thani, Zhang, and Cho [as well as Ambassador Craft] 

for being with us us today. 
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As Secretary-General Guterres said͕�͞ůet us use sport to build the peaceful, 

prosperous and sustainable future we want.͟� 

 

I look forward to your active engagement over these two days and wish you all a 

productive and results-oriented discussion.  

 

Thank you. 


