


OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAMME
1. To increase Member States awareness of
terrorism-related threats against vulnerable
targets in the context of major sporting
events;

2. To increase the ability of Member States to
prevent and counter threats against major
sporting events;

3. To promote sport and its values to build re-
silience especially among youth; and

4. To prevent violent extremism.

PARTNERSHIPS
The programme is led by the United Nations
Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT), in part-
nership with the United Nations Interregional
Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI),
the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations
(UNAOC), the International Centre for
Sport Security (ICSS). It is also developed and
implemented in close consultation with the
UN Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive
Directorate (CTED) and other relevant United
Nations entities, and the International Criminal
Police Organization (INTERPOL).

Fostering public-private partnerships, the pro-
gramme is also strategically consulting with 
sport committees as well as sports federations, 
global digital companies and national initiatives.

FUNDING
As of January 2020, the Programme is funded 
by the State of Qatar, the United Nations Peace 
and Development Fund (UNPDF), and the Repub-
lic of Korea.

SAFEGUARDING SPORTS EVENTS
Protecting major sporting events is a key component
in the fight against terrorism that requires complex
security and policing arrangements, such as secur-
ing locations, cybersecurity measures, managing and
responding to attacks, communication, crowd man-
agement and emergency operations. These critical
measures often go far beyond the capacity of single
States and require coordination for supporting not
only the countries hosting the major sports events
but all other stakeholders potentially affected by this
transnational threat.

It is therefore necessary to further promote interna-
tional cooperation and public-private partnerships to 
identify sustainable security approaches to strength-
en the protection of major sporting events while pro-
moting the values of sport.

MAIN ACTIVITIES

	 Setting up a Global network of  National   and	
	 Regional  Focal  Points   to  facilitate  the  ex-	
	 change  of  information, good   practices  and 	
	 experiences for operationalizing procedures. 

	 Developing   specialized    training    curricula 	
	 and   technical   assistance  for  major  event 
	 security   planning – such   as    inter-agency 
	 coordination,    public-private     partnerships, 
	 social    media     management,   post     event 
	 evaluation,   security   legacy   and   dissemi-	
	 nation.

	 Providing  a   capacity   building    framework 	
	 for   policy   makers,   law   enforcement   and 	
	 security   operators,   with  a special focus on 	
	 planning and decision-making.


