
1 
 

!
"#$%&%'!($)*+,-!./+!

0$#123!2/!4%5$+!6$7+$2*+389$%$+*:!(*..&!9+$'/+&*%!
./+!;<#$+2!=*%$:!;>$%2!/%!6*.$'1*+5&%'!2?$!@$2*>$+-$!.+/)!A$++/+&-)!*%5!B&/:$%2!;<2+$)&-)!

!
CD!E/>$)F$+!CGCC!

HIGG!2/!JJIGG*)!;6AK!E$L!M/+,!2&)$!

>&*!N$F$<!

Excellencies, 
Colleagues, 
Distinguished Guests, 
 

Good morning, good day, or good evening to you, from wherever you are joining us today.  
My name is Raffi Gregorian, Director of the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism and 
Deputy to the Under-Secretary-General for Counter-Terrorism, and it is my pleasure to welcome 
you to this Expert Panel Event on “Safeguarding the Metaverse: Countering Terrorism and 
Preventing Violent Extremism in Digital Space”.  

 
Today’s 
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Previous panels on Extremism in Virtual Reality and Video Games have highlighted that 
further research and stakeholder exchanges will be needed to fully understand the dimensions 
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It is important, as counter-terrorism practitioners and stakeholders, that we consider 
emerging technologies as new opportunities to tackle the threat of terrorism and the conditions 
conducive to terrorism and violent extremism.   

 
 
Excellencies, 
Colleagues, 
Distinguished Guests, 

 
Today’s meeting offers us the opportunity to improve our understanding of the key risks 

and features of the metaverse and to explore appropriate governance responses needed to avoid 
their exploitation.  

 
Accordingly, we have assembled this impressive panel of diverse counter-terrorism 

stakeholders, including private sector representatives from leading companies in the metaverse 
space, who will assist in explaining the role the private sector can play to counter and prevent 
terrorism and violent extremism, alongside practitioners and policymakers from international 
organizations and civil society.  

 
I hope that our discussion today will contribute to building safer digital spaces, free from 

terrorism and violent extremism, for a safer world for us all. 
 

         Thank you for your attention. Welcome again. 
 
It is now my distinct pleasure to turn the screen over to my dear friend and colleague, to 

Mr. David Scharia, Chief of Branch in the United Nations Security Council’s Counter Terrorism 
Committee Executive Directorate to deliver the opening statement. 

 
 


