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Second, I will brief you on our proposed new format for the 2022 CSO Roundtable Series. 

In light of various comments about wanting more focused discussions, we have adapted the 

format to maximize CSOs’ inputs and perspectives on the Office’s programmatic and policy work 

for increased civil society engagement. 

 

Each of today’s sessions will be followed by an interactive discussion engaging your 

thoughts, feedback and insights.  

 

Now, let’s first turn to the update the Second Counter-Terrorism week and an overview 

of the seventh review of the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy. 

 

First, I am proud to highlight that this year, UNOCT welcomed a record number of 

participants from civil society organizations during the Second Counter-Terrorism Week held  

virtually from 24th to 30th of June, under the theme of “Countering and Preventing Terrorism in 

the Age of Transformative Technologies: Addressing the Challenges of a New Decade.” On the 

margins of the High-level Conference, this year saw a record number of over 25,000 participants 

and viewers involved in 36 side events held and organized by a wide range of Member States, 

UN, international and regional partners, but also at our insistence, CSOs. This is quite an increase 

when compared to the first Counter-Terrorism Week in 2018, which some 1,000 participants 

attended what were entirely in-person events.  

 

The 36 side events featured 280 speakers representing 19 United Nations entities, 48 

Member States, 13 international organizations, 44 Civil Society Organizations, 10 private sector 

entities and 21 academic institutions. The side events organized by CSOs covered a wide range 

of topics, including, the engagement of CSOs in preventing radicalization to violence in prisons, 

enhancing civil society engagement in UN CT and P/CVE efforts, and training on human rights-

based approaches to P/CVE, to name only a few. Voices of civil society and human rights partners 

were crucial in shaping the debate and discussions and widening the aperture of Member States’ 

understanding 
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Additionally, the side events demonstrated that the UN is taking a central role in the 

global fight against terrorism by showcasing key initiatives during CT week. For example, with 

victims of terrorism being placed at the forefront of UN programmatic frameworks, the rights of 

victims, most notably those of women and children as the most vulnerable populations, were 

strongly emphasized as being upheld in both the short and long terms, via cross-national and 

regional collaboration. Furthermore, UNOCT/UNCCT partners noted that capacity building and 

victim-support is a key intersectional area, as countries with the most victims of terrorism also 

possess the weakest infrastructures to support them.   

 

Side Events further raised awareness on the need for Member States, relief agencies and 

private sector entities to safeguard humanitarian action in the long term was delivered by 

academia and civil society, which will directly shape future policy and leadership decisions.  
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and reintegrate children and other family members of Da’esh, support the CT efforts of African 

countries and regional partners as a matter of global priority, address the rise in terrorist attacks 

“based on xenophobia, racism and other forms of intolerance, and the need to rise to the 

challenges of rapidly evolving new and transformative technologies.  

 

The starting point for both the resolution and the debate was the report of the Secretary-

General for the review of the Global CT Strategy prepared by UNOCT with inputs from civil society 

urged Member States to anchor human rights compliance in all CT and PCVE initiatives enabling 

principled humanitarian action.  

 

During the actual review process and negotiations on the resolution, UNOCT supported the 

initiative of the review’s co-facilitators – Spain and Oman – to organize consultations with civil 

society and academia in advance of intergovernmental negotiations. These efforts concluded on 

a high note with the Secretary-General calling for a “human rights reset for counter-terrorism” 
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of 12 young Sudanese leaders in policy development and dialogue as part of the Youth 

Empowerment and Engagement Programme.  

 

Lastly, and most importantly, we have renewed our engagement with Member States on 

establishing an NGO unit within the Office, to spearhead the implementation of the UNOCT CSO 

Engagement Strategy, and work to ensure mainstreaming of CSO engagement across the Office. 

While this is at the development stage, I look forward to updating you – and seeking your 

feedback – as we progress with this initiative.  

 

Finally, I wish to provide you with an update on what will be the first UNOCT Strategic 

Plan and Programme Framework, that we intend to finalize next month, and launch in early 2022. 

This Plan will be the first iteration of the Office’s internal strategy, since its establishment in 2017. 

It is conceived as the operationalization of the mandate afforded to this Office by the Member 

States through General Assembly resolutions including the review resolutions of the Global 

Counter-Terrorism Strategy.  

 

The Strategic Plan and Programme Framework consists of three parts: an overarching 

chapeau which details the Office’s vision, mission and five strategic goals; an internal ‘strategic 

orientation’ detailing the steps UNOCT will undertake in the next four years to orient itself 

towards achieving these goals; and a Results Framework, which will outline the intended 

outcomes and indicators under each of the strategic goals. These goals, which are aspirational, 

include engagement with CSOs both as a standalone outcome and mainstreamed across a 

number of other outcomes, in reflection of both UN and UNOCT priorities.  

 

While there is nothing ‘new’ in this internal plan, its development does reflect the 

evolution of this Office from its initial ‘establishment’ phase, through to its current consolidation 

stage, with  the Office as a firmly established UN entity fully integrated into UN working 

mechanisms and external partners, including CSOs. The Plan also orients the Office towards 

greater sustainability, foreseeing a deepened coordination and partnership role, improved 

support in its locations outside of New York, and strengthened programme management 

processes including greater emphasis on human rights and gender mainstreaming, including a 

section dedicated to those issues.  

 

Now, having provided you with that briefing and overview, I open the floor to you for 

questions, comments and feedback. I am especially eager to hear from you.   After the discussion 

session, I will introduce you to the new 2022 CSO Roundtable Format.  
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Session 2: Presentation on the 2022 Model for CSOs Roundtables 

 

Thank you very much for your valuable insights and keen participation in the roundtable 

discussion.  

 

Now, in this second session, I will outline for you the new format that we are proposing 

for the upcoming 2022 CSO Roundtable series, which we hope will be better structured to gain 

even more actionable input from CSOs. After the presentation, I will once again open the floor 

for questions, comments and feedback. 

 

The Office believes that civil society, in all its diversity, has an important role to play in 

advancing UNOCT’s mandate to ensure the balanced implementation of the four pillars of the 

UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and in strengthening the delivery of United Nations 

capacity-building assistance to Member States on countering terrorism and P/CVE. It is foreseen 

that strengthened engagement would improve the quality and impact of UNOCT policies and 

programming and that of the Working Groups of the Global Counter Terrorism Coordination 

Compact (Global Compact), contributing to the implementation of the GCTS and relevant Security 
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I look forward to expanding the Office’s meaningful collaboration with civil society, 

particularly within the new 2022 CSOs Roundtable Series which is expected to maintain a 

consistent, systemic engagement between senior-level officials at UNOCT and CSOs as well as 


