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Assistant Secretary-General Coninsx recalled that “CTED has taken a proactive approach to help States 
counter the terrorist threat to soft targets and critical infrastructures. Through its assessments CTED has 
identified the need for States to develop or expand national strategies and action plans to consider the 
threat to “soft” targets, working together with all relevant stakeholders, including through public-private 
partnerships.” 
 
Ms. Antonia de Meo, Director of UNICRI, noted that “After 9/11, UNICRI applied its expertise in criminal 
justice and crime prevention to counter terrorism with a specific focus on security of major events and 
protection of vulnerable targets. We assist Member States to develop effective policies and resources to 
counter these threats. Drawing on the expertise and experience of each of us here today, we can build a 
comprehensive action plan to move forward together to counter terrorist attacks against vulnerable 
targets.”  
 
“The protection of vulnerable targets against terrorist attacks is critical for the international community,” 
said Mr Stephen Kavanagh, Executive Director of Police Services of INTERPOL, “and law enforcement’s 
role is clear: analyze the intelligence, prepare for incidents, and build operational capabilities. When it 
comes to protecting vulnerable targets, we must work together across law enforcement and the larger 
international community or risk devastating consequences. 
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