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European Center for Not-for- future  –  a zero  risk  of  terrorism.   
But   can  build a future  that  counters  

terrorism  AND  preserves  democracies  and  rights.   
 
First, let us focus on the actual terrorism threat.  We don’t do that by cracking down on civil 
society and human rights.  There is no evidence to date that limiting civic freedoms, 
imprisoning activists, restricting funding flows, whether through law or practice, reduce the 
threat of terrorism.  Global and national reports show that the risk of terrorist abuse in the 
civil society sector is low.  In fact, studies find that countries may pre-empt terrorist attacks 
more effectively if they create the trust of populations and collaborate with civil society.   So, 
the UN and Global Compact Entities cannot tolerate misuse of the counter-terrorism agenda 

Second, let us review the global architecture. The counter-terrorism agenda does not belong 
to the Global Compact entities only.  It belongs to the UN as such.  Therefore, it cannot trump 
other key UN goals. And this should be a human rights agenda, not an authoritarian states’ 
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