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Madame President, 

Distinguished members of the Security Council,  

 

On 12 May 2018 – within the constitutional time-frame-  Iraq held elections to its 

national parliament, the Council of Representatives. Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, after the 

close of the polls, noted that τhe country held the elections on time, that people were able to 



 

Page 2 

  

Following the elections, international partners, including the governments of Kuwait, 

Qatar, Iran, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United States of America, United Kingdom, and 

European Union also congratulated the Iraqi people.  

 

Madame President, 

 

The elections held in a generally calm and stable environment were marked by a low 

voter turnout: the Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) informed about the 

participation of 44.52%, just 10.8 million out of 24.3 million eligible voters, a significant 

decrease in comparison with previous national elections in Iraq after 2003. The new 

parliament will also witness a massive turn-over - according to the preliminary results less 

than 100 of the over 300 incumbent MPs have secured their place in the new Council of 

Representatives (CoR). The decision by more than half of the voting population not to exercise 

their democratic right sends a strong signal to the elites ruling the country since 2003. I urge 

the Iraqi political elites to draw the necessary conclusions on the need for improved 

representation, justice for all, democratic accountability and good governance void of 

corruption, sectarian quota system, nepotism and patronage. 

 

I also urge political leaders to ensure the full participation of women in negotiations 

on the formation of the next ruling coalition and the government, and their representation at 

the highest levels in Iraq’s political and decision-making structures in the parliament and the 

government as pledged by many political leaders in the election campaign.  

 

Madame President,  

 

Following the closure of the polls and the announcement of the preliminary results, 

many Iraqi political leaders publicly endorsed the electoral process including the Prime 

Minister and the President. They continue to urge a timely conduct and conclusion of the 

complaint process, certification and acceptance of the results, and speeding-up of the 

formation of the new government, within the constitutional timeline and in accordance with 

relevant legal procedures. Some other political forces and leaders have raised concerns over 

some of the technical shortfalls encountered with the electronic vote tabulation devices, as 
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well as reports of fraud and vote rigging, active intimidation of voters including by some 

armed formations, and political interference. They 
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We urge the independent electoral management bodies
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I would like to call upon the Member States in possession of relevant satellite imagery 

from 1990-1991 to come forward and provide analysis and information to the Government 

of Iraq that could assist in identification of burial locations.  

 

 The missing Kuwaiti property file has also not registered any direct progress 

during this period. UNAMI has been meeting with the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 

discuss how best we can support and facilitate the repatriation of already located Kuwaiti 

property, which has been pending for over a year.  

 

 Thank you for your attention.  


