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Mr. Governor, 

Members of civil society, 

MINUSMA and UN colleagues,  

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a privilege and an honor to address you from the ancient city of 

Timbuktu. A city that has been at a crossroads in the fight against terrorism and in 

efforts to prevent violent extremism. A city that has suffered immense human, 

physical and cultural loss and is today still struggling to recover peace and 

stability.  

 

Your country and your region that have seen destruction, violent conflict and 

extremism decimate communities and turn prospects of development and peace. 

Mali has made big sacrifices with very little resources and means. You continue to 

suffer from brutal terrorist attacks, which the Secretary-General has strongly 

condemned. I would like to express my deep appreciation to the efforts undertaken 

by the Government of Mali and the people and security forces of Mali to counter 

terrorism and prevent violent extremism. I would like to offer my condolences to 

the people and government of Mali for all these losses. Mali deserves the support 

of the international community, and we are determined to do so, both at the 

national and at the regional level.  

 

I come here as the head of the new UN Office of Counter-Terrorism, one of 

the first reforms of Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in the field of peace and 

security. 
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region. It is also a tribute to the work being done with a variety of actors, 

government, civil society, UN and MINUSMA colleagues, under threatening 

circumstances and periodical violent, unacceptable terrorist attacks.  

 

Today, terrorists, particularly in armed conflict situations, are not only 
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