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High-Level Event of the Global Programme on Security of Major Sporting 
Events, and Promotion of Sport and its Values as a Tool to Prevent Violent 

Extremism 
 
New York, 18 September 2020 - Sports have historically played a significant role in the dissemination 
of positive values throughout the world and across civilizations and cultures, particularly for youth. 
Sport is a powerful vector to facilitate integration, promote gender equality, encourage youth 
empowerment and support efforts aimed at preventing and countering violent-extremism and 
radicalization. 
 





to instill the values of tolerance and inclusiveness, and to create opportunities for the most vulnerable 
targets in the high-risk communities. 
 
Ms. Suad Galow, Founder and President, Somali Woman Foundation, Chairperson of the Somali 
Olympic Committee and Somali Basketball Federation 
Basketball became part of my life and it taught me valuable lifetime skills such as teamwork, discipline, 
and leadership. […] Basketball gave me a huge opportunity to travel, to diversify, and to meet new 
people from Africa to the Middle East and beyond. 
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For more information, visit: www.un.org/counterterrorism/sports or contact: 
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