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I. Introduction 
 

 

1. The present report highlights key developments relating to ocean affairs and the 

law of the sea, including those undertaken by the United Nations system and other 

intergovernmental organizations pursuant to General Assembly resolution 78/69. It 

should be read together with other reports relevant to oceans and the law of the sea 

issued by the United Nations during the period under review, 1 as well as the detailed 

contributions provided by the United Nations specialized agencies, funds, 

programmes and bodies, and other intergovernmental organizations. 2  

__________________ 

1    These include: (a) report of the Secretary-General on oceans and the law of the sea (A/79/68), which addressed the 

topic of focus of the twenty-fourth meeting of the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on 

Oceans and the Law of the Sea; (b) report of the seventeenth round of informal consultations of States Parties to the 

Agreement 

https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/AgencyOPANAL.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/AgencyOPANAL.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/DPPA.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/DPPA.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/FAO.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/IAEA.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/IAEA.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/ILO.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/IOCUNESCO.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/IOCUNESCO.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/IOCUNESCO.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/ISA.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/ITLOS.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/IWC.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/IWC.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/NEAFC.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/PICES.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/PICES.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/OSPAR.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/SecretariatBRS.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/UNCTAD.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/UNCTAD.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/UNEP.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/UNHCR.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/UNHABITAT.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/UNHABITAT.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/UNODC.pdf
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/OLA-LEG-DOALOS/FrontOffice/SGReports/2021/Website/UNODC.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/general_assembly/contributions79.htm
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https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=a%2Fconf.232%2F2023%2F4&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=a%2Fconf.232%2F2023%2F5&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/CN/2023/CN.203.2023-Eng.pdf?_gl=1*1bpcaht*_ga*MTY3NTk2MjQwLjE1NzkyOTMwNTA.*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5MTA3ODgwMC4yLjEuMTY5MTA3ODgwNS4wLjAuMA..
http://www.undocs.org/A/AC.296/2024/4
https://www.isa.org.jm/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Consolidated_text.pdf


/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/depositpublicity.htm
https://iho.int/en/standards-and-specifications
file:///D:/SG%20Report/SG%20Report%202024/Report/undocs.org/CLCS/60/2
file:///D:/SG%20Report/SG%20Report%202024/Report/undocs.org/SPLOS/34/7
https://www.isa.org.jm/sessions/29th-session-2024/
https://www.isa.org.jm/news/isa-legal-and-technical-commission-concludes-the-second-part-of-the-29th-session/
https://www.isa.org.jm/news/isa-legal-and-technical-commission-concludes-the-second-part-of-the-29th-session/
https://www.isa.org.jm/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/ISBA_29_LTC_8-1.pdf


http://www.imo.org/en/ourwork/technicalcooperation/pages/womeninmaritime.aspx
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https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/9df19f53-b931-4d04-acd3-58a71c6b1a5b/content/sofia/2022/fisheries-aquaculture-employment.html
https://www.ilo.org/publications/challenges-and-opportunities-advance-decent-work-five-countries-and-supply
https://www.ilo.org/publications/challenges-and-opportunities-advance-decent-work-five-countries-and-supply
https://unctad.org/publication/ocean-opportunities-potential-seaweed-advance-food-environmental-and-gender-dimensions
https://unctad.org/publication/ocean-opportunities-potential-seaweed-advance-food-environmental-and-gender-dimensions
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/seafarers/seafarersbrowse.home
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g24/123/67/pdf/g2412367.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/resource/record-decisions/iloimo-jtwg-sihe-26-extract-report-imo-maritime-safety-committee-and-ilo
https://www.ilo.org/resource/record-decisions/iloimo-jtwg-sihe-26-extract-report-imo-maritime-safety-committee-and-ilo


https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/Joint-ILOIMO-Tripartite-Working-Group-%28JTWG%29%2c-27-to-29-February-2024.aspx
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/Joint-ILOIMO-Tripartite-Working-Group-%28JTWG%29%2c-27-to-29-February-2024.aspx
https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/meeting/41432
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/07504654-7e31-48cd-800c-338d253cee44/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/07504654-7e31-48cd-800c-338d253cee44/content
https://www.ilo.org/resource/other/guidelines-medical-examination-fishers
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/AssemblyDocuments/A.1189(33).pdf
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/AssemblyDocuments/A.1189(33).pdf
http://www.iom.int/news/deadliest-year-record-migrants-nearly-8600-deaths-2023
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smugglers.58 These risks were compounded by limited State-led search and rescue 

capacities, incidents of pushbacks at sea, violations of the principle of non-

refoulement and restrictions on humanitarian assistance.59 A special rapporteur on 

trafficking in persons reported on these challenges, as well as the need to ensure the 

safe disembarkation of people in distress at sea in addition to safe and regular 

migration pathways.60  

22. In addressing these challenges, UNHCR launched a multistakeholder pledge to 

develop comprehensive responses to the challenges faced by refugees and migrants 

moving by sea.61 IOM and UNODC signed a statement of partnership to strengthen 

strategic cooperation on transnational organized crime related to migration. 62 The first 

maritime rescue coordination centre in Somalia was established.63 UNODC held a 

roundtable with Libyan and EU officials to bolster cooperation and uphold human 

rights in maritime law enforcement in Libya.64  

23. Actions were also taken to build capacity for the protection of life at sea. IOM 

and UNHCR launched an online course on the protection of migrants and refugees 

moving by sea to build capacity.65 IOM was preparing a training curriculum on 

protecting human rights of migrants at sea for the Middle East and North Africa 

region.66 UNODC delivered training programmes to promote the safety of life at sea 

and human rights compliant approaches in responding to migration by sea  and to 

counter trafficking in persons and migrant smuggling across multiple migration 

routes.67 UNODC established a regional centre of excellence in partnership with 

Trinidad and Tobago.68 

24. At the IMO, consideration was given to the impact of unsafe migration on 

shipping and the need for cooperative arrangements among States and relevant 

organizations,69 alongside the development of guidelines concerning non-survivors in 

migrant boats.70 UNHCR promoted protection-sensitive and human rights compliant 

approaches to search and rescue and disembarkation with coastal States and other 

stakeholders, including through regional forums.71 An UNHCR-led inter-agency 

__________________ 

58   UNHCR contribution, p. 1. 
59   UNHCR contribution, pp. 1-3 and IOM contribution, p. 1.  
60   Trafficking in persons, mixed migration and protection at sea: Report of the Special Rapporteur on 

trafficking in persons, especially women and children, Siobhán Mullally , A/HRC/56/60, 24 April 2024. See 

also UNHCR contribution, p. 1 and IOM contribution, p. 1. 
61   UNHCR contribution, p. 1. See https://globalcompactrefugees.org/multistakeholder-pledge-developing-

comprehensive-responses-protection-challenges-faced-refugees-

http://www.undocs.org/A/HRC/56/60
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/multistakeholder-pledge-developing-comprehensive-responses-protection-challenges-faced-refugees-and#:~:text=This%20pledge%20aims%20at%20encouraging,the%20context%20of%20mixed%20movements
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/multistakeholder-pledge-developing-comprehensive-responses-protection-challenges-faced-refugees-and#:~:text=This%20pledge%20aims%20at%20encouraging,the%20context%20of%20mixed%20movements
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/multistakeholder-pledge-developing-comprehensive-responses-protection-challenges-faced-refugees-and#:~:text=This%20pledge%20aims%20at%20encouraging,the%20context%20of%20mixed%20movements
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-and-unodc-join-forces-tackle-human-trafficking-and-migrant-smuggling-0
https://elearning.iihl.org/course/index.php?categoryid=14
http://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/MSCResolutions/MSC.528(106).pdf
http://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/MSCResolutions/MSC.528(106).pdf






https://library.wmo.int/records/item/68835-state-of-the-global-climate-2023
https://library.wmo.int/records/item/68835-state-of-the-global-climate-2023
/sites/un2.un.org/files/slr_technical_brief_26_aug_2024.pdf
https://legal.un.org/ilc/guide/8_9.shtml


https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2030-Climate-Solutions-Publication-Implementation-roadmap.pdf
https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2030-Climate-Solutions-Publication-Implementation-roadmap.pdf
https://urbanresiliencehub.org/integrated-urban-resilience-in-sids/
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41. In its advisory opinion in Case No. 31,127 the Tribunal found that anthropogenic 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions into the atmosphere and excess energy absorbed by 

the ocean constituted “pollution of the marine environment” under the Convention 

and that States have the specific obligation to take all necessary measures to prevent, 

reduce and control this type of pollution and to cooperate to adopt relevant rules and 

standards directly or through competent international organizations. The Tribunal also 

found that, where the marine environment had been degraded, the obligation to protect 

and preserve the marine environment may call for measures to restore marine habitats 

and ecosystems, both to maintain the mitigation function of ocean ecosystems as 

carbon sinks and to build the resilience of ecosystems as a form of adaptation.128  

42. Access to climate finance remained essential to address climate change,129 

highlighting the need for stable and accessible funding to ensure sustainable ocean 

management, marine conservation, and ecosystem restoration (see also para. 53). 

However, a significant adaptation finance gap persists.130 A sectoral review of NDCs 

and NAPs conducted by FAO indicated that adaptation costs for fisheries and 

aquaculture in developing countries could reach USD 4.8 billion per year by 2030. 131 

Adaptation finance flows to this sector have averaged only USD 0.22 billion per year 

from 2017 to 2021.132 

43. While efforts increased for the support of technology transfer for a low-carbon, 

climate-resilient transition in the marine sector,133 many necessary technological 

advancements remained underdeveloped.134 In addition to reducing fleet sizes, 

UNCTAD reported that 

https://www.itlos.org/fileadmin/itlos/documents/cases/31/Advisory_Opinion/C31_Adv_Op_21.05.2024_orig.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditcted2023d5_en.pdf


https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2024.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2024.pdf
https://press.un.org/en/2023/ga12529.doc.htm
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Small Island Developing States,150 and in preparations for the Summit of the Future151 

taking place in September 2024. The 2025 United Nations Conference to Support the 

Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use 

the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development (2025 United 

Nations Ocean Conference), will also provide a high-level dedicated opportunity to 

accelerate action for achieving SDG 14.152   

48. Significant opportunities to ensure the long-term health and sustainability of the 

ocean are also present by increasing participation and enhancing implementation of 

ocean-related instruments, including the BBNJ Agreement and the WTO Agreement 

on Fisheries Subsidies.153 The latter marks a major step towards ocean sustainability 

https://www.undocs.org/A/78/L.80
/sites/un2.un.org/files/pact_for_the_future_-_rev.2_-_17_july.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/pact_for_the_future_-_rev.2_-_17_july.pdf
/en/summit-of-the-future
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/Letter%20FR-CR%20Themes%20OAPs%20UNOC3%20-%20V3.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/Letter%20FR-CR%20Themes%20OAPs%20UNOC3%20-%20V3.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/rulesneg_e/fish_e/fish_acceptances_e.htm
https://www.cop28.com/en/joint-statement-on-climate-nature
https://www.cop28.com/en/joint-statement-on-climate-nature


https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/aldcinf2024d1_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/aldcinf2024d1_en.pdf
https://asean.org/asean-blue-economy-framework
https://blue-economy-observatory.ec.europa.eu/publications/blueinvest-investor-report-2024-unlocking-potential-blue-economy_en
https://blue-economy-observatory.ec.europa.eu/publications/blueinvest-investor-report-2024-unlocking-potential-blue-economy_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/publication/eu-blue-economy-report-2024_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/publication/eu-blue-economy-report-2024_en
/oceancapacity/norway
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financing solutions and to facilitate easier access to affordable and concessional 

finance, including by considering multidimensional vulnerability. 179  

 

 A. Promoting marine science and technology 
 

 

54. The United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 

(Decade of Ocean Science) provided an impetus to increase knowledge180 and promote 

marine science and technology, with a diverse portfolio of endorsed actions.181 An 

Ocean Decade Capacity Development Facility was launched to match capacity 

development needs wf

181

 

 

5 4 .

 

��

��

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Final_MVI_report.pdf
https://www.ocean-ops.org/reportcard2023/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000390379


/regularprocess/Symposium
/regularprocess/woa3
/regularprocess/woa3
https://www.fao.org/publications/home/fao-flagship-publications/the-state-of-world-fisheries-and-aquaculture/en
https://www.fao.org/publications/home/fao-flagship-publications/the-state-of-world-fisheries-and-aquaculture/en
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"Sustainable fisheries management in the face of climate change". 209 The twenty-

fourth meeting of the Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the 

Law of the Sea held multistakeholder discussions on the theme, “The ocean as a 

source of sustainable food”.210 At its thirty-sixth session, the Committee on Fisheries 

of FAO (COFI-

https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/6090777d-ded2-4c7c-9f00-a032fdc2690f
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/6090777d-ded2-4c7c-9f00-a032fdc2690f
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/6090777d-ded2-4c7c-9f00-a032fdc2690f
/Depts/los/convention_agreements/fish_stocks_agreement_states_parties.htm
/Depts/los/consultative_process/consultative_process.htm
https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/news/41458
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q5Uc_qn6fZ-022mgRPejVUizPmgo5mGF/view


https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/6ce5/8282/1614be4aeabfe830aceaa8d6/sbstta-26-inf-09-rev1-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/31e9/c252/8669d42a37bc3ec04c7e7183/sbstta-26-inf-10-en.pdf


/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2023-08-11/statement-attributable-the-spokesperson-for-the-secretary-general-%E2%80%93-removal-of-oil-the-fso-safer%C2%A0
/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2023-08-11/statement-attributable-the-spokesperson-for-the-secretary-general-%E2%80%93-removal-of-oil-the-fso-safer%C2%A0
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/SecretaryGeneral/Pages/FSO-Safer-operation--.aspx
https://archive.iwc.int/pages/search.php?search=%21collection73&k=
file:///D:/SG%20Report/SG%20Report%202024/Report/Report%20for%20posting/MSPglobal%20–%20MSPGLOBAL2030,%20see%20https:/www.mspglobal2030.org/msp-global/


http://www.un.org/Depts/los/coop_coor/documents/2023UNOceansWorkProgramme.pdf
/Depts/los/coop_coor/documents/2024UNOceansWorkProgramme.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/coop_coor/ptcptn_en.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/coop_coor/documents/AnnexIStatementOfCommitments.pdf
/Depts/los/coop_coor/actvs_en.htm
https://unctad.org/meeting/cop28-side-event-coordinating-greater-ocean-based-climate-change-ambition-un-oceans
https://unctad.org/meeting/cop28-side-event-coordinating-greater-ocean-based-climate-change-ambition-un-oceans
/ola/en/news/un-oceans-sids4-ocean-action-support-resilient-prosperity-small-island-developing-states
/ola/en/news/un-oceans-sids4-ocean-action-support-resilient-prosperity-small-island-developing-states
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fishing vessels and tools to combat IUU fishing,245 as well as addressing the 

vulnerabilities of coastal communities and SIDS.246

https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-26/sbstta-26-rec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-26/sbstta-26-rec-07-en.pdf
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80. Strengthening cooperation and partnerships was also at the center of recent and 

upcoming processes related to sustainable development. In anticipation of the 2025 

United Nations Ocean Conference, the preparatory meeting held in 2024 pursuant to 

General Assembly resolution 78/128 discussed the themes for the ocean action panels, 

including a theme focusing on all forms of cooperation, especially at the regional and 

sub-regional level. The 

http://www.un.org/oceancapacity
/depts/los/general_assembly/documents/DOALOSListActivities1Sep2023-31Aug2024.pdf
http://www.un.org/oceancapacity/norway
http://www.un.org/oceancapacity/UNFSAproject
/bbnjagreement/en
http://www.un.org/oceancapacity/tf
/Depts/los/general_assembly/SGReportTrustFunds1August202331July2024.pdf
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addition to its established activities, the Tribunal expanded its junior p

/ohrlls/content/about-small-island-developing-states
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whole are urgently needed to ensure the full implementation of the international legal 

framework for fisheries and support the long-term sustainability of marine living 

resources. 

102. Negotiation of an international legally binding instrument to end plastic 

pollution, including in the marine environment, and ongoing work in support of the 

implementation of the KMGB Framework represent other key developments. 

Additional efforts are needed to conclude these negotiations and ensure the early entry 

into force and implementation of relevant legal instruments and frameworks, in 

particular the BBNJ Agreement. The timely and effective implementation of the BBNJ 

Agreement could make vital contributions to addressing ocean challenges.  

103. Enhanced cooperation and coordination across the ocean mandates of relevant 

organizations, including through UN-Oceans, will be essential to identify synergies 

and opportunities for coll ἠ


