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UNGA Resolution 77/248 of 30 December 2022, “Oceans and the law of the sea”. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴΣ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
¦bI/wΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ ōȅ ǎŜŀ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ {ŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ DǳƭŦ ƻŦ !ŘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ hŎŜŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅ ƻŦ 
.ŜƴƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƴŘŀƳŀƴ {ŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƻƊŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōŜǧŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƳǳƎƎƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŶŎƪŜŘΣ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ǊŀƴǎƻƳ ƻǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΦ  
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ¦bI/w ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ŀǘ ǎŜŀ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛύ 
ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜΣ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴπǎŜƴǎƛǝǾŜ 
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5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ōƻŀǘǎ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ wƻƘƛƴƎȅŀ 
ǎǘŀǘŜƭŜǎǎ Ǌ
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[ƛōȅŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦bI/w {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ƴǾƻȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ {ƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ά¢ƘǊŜŀǘǎ 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƛŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǎŜŀ ƻǊ ƻƴ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜΦ !ƴȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ [ƛōȅŀƴ /ƻŀǎǘ DǳŀǊŘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 

ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ϧ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜ 

ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎΦέ11 

¦bI/w Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴŜŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ aŜŘ {!w bŜǘǿƻǊƪέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 

bDhǎΣ ¦b ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ όLha ŀƴŘ hI/IwύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ WǳƴŜ нлннΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŦƻǊǳƳΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦b wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ 

/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƛƴ [ƛōȅŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ bDhǎ ƅȅƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƛōȅŀƴ {ŜŀǊŎƘ 

ŀƴŘ wŜǎŎǳŜ wŜƎƛƻƴ ό{wwύΦ CǊƻƳ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлннΣ ¦bI/w Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƻ 

ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛǇƳŀǎǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ŀōƛŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƛǝƳŜ ƭŀǿ ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴǎ 

ǘƻ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƻǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǎŜŀΦ hƊŜƴ ǎƘƛǇƳŀǎǘŜǊǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ aƛƎǊŀƴǘ 

wŜǎŎǳŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǇǝƻƴǎΦ   

¦bI/w ŀƴŘ LhaΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлнн12Σ ƘŀǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ {!w ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ {Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛȄŜŘ 

ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΣ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ Lƴ aŀǳǊƛǘŀƴƛŀΣ ¦b ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ hǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ 

tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎŜƳōŀǊƪŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǝƻƴǎΦ 

 

Gulf of Aden 
5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘΣ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀōǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƳƛȄŜŘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ {ƻƳŀƭƛŀ ƛƴ нлнн ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ нлно Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
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ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ƘŀǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŬƭŜǎΦ !ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ¦bI/w Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ  
 

West Africa-Atlantic 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнн ǝƭƭ !ǇǊƛƭ нлноΣ ǎƻƳŜ уΣолл ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀǊȅ LǎƭŀƴŘǎΣ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ǊŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ мфΣтлл 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ŀǘ ǎŜŀ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ Lƴ 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¦bI/wΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ 
ǝǘƭŜŘ άLegal considerations on the roles and responsibilities of States in relation to rescue at sea, non-
refoulement, and access to asylum”14 ǿŀǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ DŀƳōƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
{ŜƴŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƘ нлноΦ  
Lƴ {ŜƴŜƎŀƭΣ ¦bI/w ƘŀŘ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎΣ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ¦b ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ό{ƻtǎύ ƻƴ ŘƛǎŜƳōŀǊƪŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ ŀǘ ǎŜŀΦ Lha Ƙŀǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ¦bI/w ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǝŎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊŀƭ ǘƻ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎΦ ! ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŘǊŀƊ {ƻtǎΦ 
 

Western Indian Ocean 

¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƻǊƻǎΩ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ όaŀȅƻǧŜύ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

LƴŘƛŀƴ hŎŜŀƴΩǎ aƻȊŀƳōƛŎŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ π ƴŜǎǘƭŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀŘŀƎŀǎŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ aƻȊŀƳōƛǉǳŜ π ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ 

ŀǧǊŀŎǝǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ Ƙǳō ŦƻǊ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǧŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ aŀȅƻǧŜΦ Lƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΣ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ǎŜŜƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǎǘǊŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ 

/ƻƳƻǊƻǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǧŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ aŀȅƻǧŜΦ  hƴ мн aŀǊŎƘ нлноΣ оп aŀƭŀƎŀǎƛŜǎ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ 

ŀ ōƻŀǘ ŘŜǎǝƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ aŀȅƻǧŜ ŎŀǇǎƛȊŜŘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƻŦ aŀŘŀƎŀǎŎŀǊΦ15  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƻǊƻǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ мм {ƻƳŀƭƛ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭǎ ǘƻ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀ 

ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¦bI/w ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦b wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ .ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ aƛƎǊŀǝƻƴ όLhaύ ŀƴŘ ¦bI/w ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 

https://www.refworld.org/docid/6389bfc84.html
https://www.africanews.com/2023/03/15/madagascar-death-toll-rises-to-34-in-shipwreck-near-mayotte/
https://www.africanews.com/2023/03/15/madagascar-death-toll-rises-to-34-in-shipwreck-near-mayotte/


https://www.news.uscg.mil/Press-Releases/Article/3302743/coast-guard-repatriates-311-people-to-haiti/
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