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In light of the restrictions in place as a result of the pandemic, a number of the 
usual activities organised or attended by the Secretariat were either cancelled or 
postponed in 2021.  However, the IOPC Funds continued to engage with Member 
States and key stakeholders by delivering or participating in remote events.  In 
addition, the IOPC Funds annual Short Course, which is a week-long programme 
for self-funded participants nominated by 1992 Fund Member States, was run 
online for the first time in 2021.  The 2022 course will, however, return as an in-
person event in June. Workshops on the claims process and the annual Short 
Course, in particular, help to prepare Member States ahead of any major oil 
pollution incident.   
 
The Secretariat also continues to regularly deliver lectures to students of 
maritime law from various universities and dedicates significant efforts to 
enhancing awareness and understanding of the IOPC Funds through the 
publication of numerous brochures and documentation and increased 
investment into the Organisation’s online information services (iopcfunds.org).   
 
The success of the international liability and compensation regime led it to serve 
as a model for the International Convention on Liability and Compensation for 
Damage in Connection with the Carriage of Hazardous and Noxious Substances 
by Sea (HNS Convention) referred to in paragraph 248 of Resolution 76/72.  The 
IOPC Funds continues to work together with the IMO Secretariat to assist States’ 
ratification of, or accession to, the 2010 HNS Protocol to facilitate the entry into 
force of the 2010 HNS Convention as soon as possible.  As at 1 June 2022, six 
States have ratified the Protocol, and several others have reported good 
progress on their preparations of the necessary implementing legislation to 
enable them to ratify in due course.  The Secretariat continues to promote this 
important Convention and regularly urges States to fill the gap in the set of 
international liability and compensation Conventions by acceding to the 
2010 HNS Protocol. 
 

 
 
1 Background information 

 
1.1 The International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund 1992 (1992 Fund) operates within the framework 

of an international regime providing compensation for oil pollution damage caused by oil spills from 
tankers.  The regime is created by two international treaties established under the auspices of the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO), namely the International Convention on Civil Liability for 
Oil Pollution Damage, 1992 (1992 Civil Liability Convention or 1992 CLC) and the International 
Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation for Oil Pollution Damage, 
1992 (1992 Fund Convention).  The 1992 CLC governs the liability of the shipowner, whereas the 
1992 Fund Convention provides supplementary compensation when the amount paid by the 
shipowner or their insurer is insufficient to compensate all victims in full.  It is a unique system that 
ensures that the costs of major oil spills are shared between the shipowner and the oil industry, with 
the IOPC Funds being financed by those entities receiving oil in Member States.  
 

1.2 The total amount of compensation available under the 1992 Conventions is 203 million 
Special Drawing Rights (USD 270 million).  Compensation is available to States, local authorities, 
private businesses and individuals such as fisherfolk.  Since their establishment, the 1992 Fund and 
the preceding 1971 Fund have been involved in 

http://iopcfunds.org/
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and have paid some £747 million (USD 900 million) in compensation.  The 1992 Fund is financed 
through a levy on oil received in Member States after sea transport and currently has 
120 Member States1.  A list of 1992 Fund Member States is attached at the Annex. 
 

1.3 The Supplementary Fund, which entered into force in 2005, makes available additional compensation 
to victims in the States, which accede to the Supplementary Fund Protocol.  The total amount available 
for compensation for each incident in the States which are Members of the Supplementary Fund is 



http://www.hnsconvention.org/
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of Environmental Protection (MEPD) organised a full response to the spill.  After an investigation, the 
Israeli authorities believe that the oil was released from a tanker which they had identified.  An 
investigation undertaken by the MEPD failed to conclusively identify the tanker responsible for the 
spill.  Since the 1992 Fund Convention also applies to spills of persistent oil even if the ship from which 
the oil is released cannot be identified, provided it is shown that the oil originated from a ship as 
defined in the 1992 CLC, the 1992 CLC and Fund Convention apply to this incident and the Director has 
been authorised to make compensation payments for admissible claims. So far 29 claims for 
compensation have been submitted totalling ILS 10 million (£2.4 million), with further claims expected. 
A local firm with a long history of assisting P&I Clubs has been engaged to act as a focal point in order 
to help potential claimants and facilitate the submission and processing of claims.  
 

3.3 One incident that occurred in the Port of Rotterdam, the Netherlands, in 2018, has raised interesting 
questions in respect of the applicability of the 1992 Conventions.  The oil spilled from the Bow Jubail 
was bunker oil, and the shipowner has argued that the incident was covered under Article 1.8 of the 
International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage, 2001 (Bunkers Convention 
2001).  However, a Court of Appeal has decided that since the shipowner had not proved that the 
Bow Jubail did not contain residues of persistent oil at the time of the incident, it therefore qualified 
as a ship as defined under the 1992 CLC.  The 1992 Fund has appealed that judgment to support the 
shipowner and in order to provide for due legal process.  If 

https://iopcfunds.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/LEG.1-Circ.12-Guidance-On-The-Impact-Of-The-Situation-In-The-Black-Sea-And-The-SeaOf-Azov-On-Insurance-O...-Secretariat.pdf
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shipowner’s liability.  With this in mind, the circular sets out a number of action points for States. The 
IOPC Funds governing bodies have fully endorsed those action points and has encouraged 
Member States to adhere to the recommendations in the circular. 
 

3.8 Over recent years, the 1992 Fund has had to deal with a growing number of incidents involving 
unreliable insurers that have required the Fund to pay compensation from the outset, missing the first 
tier of compensation which should be payable by the shipowner’s insurer under the 1992 CLC.  As set 
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ANNEX 
States Parties to both the 1992 Civil Liability Convention and the 1992 Fund Convention 

as at 1 June 2022 
(and therefore Members of the 1992 Fund) 

 
120 STATES FOR WHICH 1992 FUND CONVENTION IS IN FORCE 
Albania 
Algeria 
Angola 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Argentina 
Australia 
Bahamas  
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