





SAFETY OF PASSENGER SHIPS

As a result of a comprehensive review on the safepassenger ships, in particular large
cruise ships built in recent years, the MSC aBR¥' session held in December 2006 adopted
amendments to the SOLAS Convention. The work weligping the new regulations has based
its guiding philosophy on the dual premise that tegulatory framework should place more
emphasis on the prevention of a casualty from occur



GOAL-BASED NEW SHIP CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS (GBS)
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In 2005, an independent experts group was establibly the IMO Secretary-General to
study the impact of the ISM Code. The relevant Guitees, having endorsed the group’s
recommendations, approved circulars on guidelimeoperational implementation of the ISM
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has always acknowledged that the effective impleéatem and enforcement of these standards
are primarily the responsibility of, although neirg limited to, the flag States.
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November 2005, led to the IMO Assembly to adopblgson A.979(24) on piracy and armed
robbery against ships in the waters off Somalia.

The purpose of above IMO Assembly resolution wasaise the level of awareness of the
situation; encourage flag States to provide speaistructions to their ships; and to foster co-
operative arrangements in an effort to reduceiki@ifhood of occurrence of further incidents in
the waters off the coast of Somalia. The resaléitso urges all States, in cooperation with the
IMO and by implementing its guidelines on prevegtattacks of piracy and armed robbery, to
combat piracy and armed robbery at sea by adoptiegsures, including those relating to
assistance with capacity-building through trainiofy seafarers, port staff and enforcement
personnel in the prevention; reporting and invesitogn of incidents; bringing the alleged
perpetrators to justice, in accordance with intonal law; and by adopting national legislation,
as well as providing enforcement vessels and eqmprand guarding against fraudulent ship
registration.

Whilst the recommendations set out in resolutio@7A8(24) continue to be sound and
relevant, a review of a number of incidents repbttethe Organization appeared to suggest that
not all Member States had acted pursuant to itvidw of the continuing situation in the waters
off the coast of Somalia and the impact any agtigicy and armed robbery may have on human
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robbery at sea, including through regional coopematand to investigate or cooperate in the
investigation of such incidents wherever they oamud to submit reports on such investigations
to the Organization. Ongoing regional initiativiessuppress piracy include working with the
Regional Co-operation Agreement on Combating Pirmog Armed Robbery against Ships in
Asia (ReCAAP) and its new Information Sharing Centworking with the Maritime
Organization of West and Central Africa (MOWCA)develop a regional network of agencies
performing coast guard functions in that regionyedeping a regional maritime information
exchange system for States in the Gulf of Aden Red Sea area: and a regional initiative to
enhance safety, security and environmental pratedti the Straits of Malacca and Singapore.

PROTECTION OF STRATEGIC SHIPPING LANES

IMO has continued its work relating to the prokectof shipping lanes of strategic
importance and significance, and in particular mmancing safety, security and environmental
protection in straits used for international natija The Organization encourages States
bordering straits or shipping lanes of strategiponance and significance and user States to
continue their cooperation efforts to keep suchitstrand lanes safe and open to international
navigation at all times, consistent with internatiblaw, in particular UNCLOS.

IMO further promotes cooperation by user Stated &tates bordering straits for
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the associated guidelines is to help ensure thrabps in distress are assisted, while minimizing
the inconvenience to assisting ships and ensunegantinued integrity of SAR services.

In 2006, the problem of undocumented migration &g sontinued, particularly in the
Mediterranean and Eastern North Atlantic Ocean,revingajor flows of undocumented migrants
from North Africa were being experienced. Close-operation continued between the
Secretariat and UNHCR and other UN agencies retet@rpersons rescued at sea which
subsequently turn out to be involved in unregulategration.

Following on from inter-agency activities in retaii to the treatment of persons rescued



FAIR TREATMENT OF SEAFARERS
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amendments and the application of the measurekips and port facilities not covered by the
Code providing future work programme on the subject

Chapter XI-2 of the SOLAS Convention (SOLAS chapw+2) and the ISPS Code
together stipulate a variety of mandatory measaigsed at enhancing the security of ships
engaged on international voyages and the port facil
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The prevention and punishment of crimes at sepameularly difficult to prosecute and
punish them on account of the interaction betwdag &ind coastal State jurisdiction in the
territorial sea and the exclusive economic zonethadxclusivity of flag State jurisdiction in the
high seas. Th€onvention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts iagathe Safety of Maritime
Navigation,
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acceptance or approval, or have deposited an metrtuof ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession with the Secretary-General of IMO.

The 2005 SUA Protocol to the 1988 SUA Protocol nexguratification from three States
which are also Parties to the 2005 SUA Protocth&1988 SUA Convention but it cannot come
into force unless this last one is already in force

Each of the 2005 Protocols had been signed byta&s In all cases signature was
made under reservation as to ratification, accegtar approval. So far no State, out of the
ones which they have signed the instruments, ha®sited any instrument of ratification,
acceptance approval to formally become Party toairpe two 2005 Protocols. However, as
of 4 May 2007, 2 States have deposited instrune#rascession to the 2005 SUA Protocol to the
1988 SUA Convention.
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The programme activities for 2006-2007 focus, wekpect to those countries that are
already Contracting Governments to the 1974 SOLA&wvéntion (SOLAS Contracting
Governments), on: (a) review of the implementatdiSOLAS chapter XI-2 and the ISPS Code
with a view to identifying areas where SOLAS Coatirag Governments need specific
assistance; (b) continuing to promote collaboratainthe regional and sub-regional level;
and (c) training more maritime security instructo8pecific programmes are also made available
to those countries that become or are planningtoime SOLAS Contracting Governments.

Programme activities are delivered through rediosizb-regional and national seminars,
workshops or training courses; regional and sulBred meetings to promote co-operation at the
regional and sub-regional level; needs assessmenteghnical advisory missions; and through
the provision of training materials such as mamtirsecurity manuals for participants and
instructors, IMO model courses for Ship, Companyd d&ort Facility Security Officers,
a Train-the-Trainer course, a DVD film “Know youpnt’ and an interactive computer-based
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respectively, the ILO/IMO Code of Practice on Ségun Ports which addresses security in the
wider port area.

Also during the development of SOLAS chapter Xds#l the ISPS Code, the multimodal
nature of the transport of freight containers aridotner closed cargo transport units was
recognized and IMO requested World Customs Orgdioiz (WCO), in December 2002, to
urgently consider measures to enhance securityghaut the international transport of closed
cargo transport units.

This request led to the adoption by WCO, in Jun852®f the SAFE Framework of
standards to secure and facilitate global trade, asdindicated above, IMO is presently
considering how best to incorporate the relevaamddrds into the appropriate IMO instruments
(e.g. the SOLAS and FAL Convention).

IMO has also co-operated with International Orgation of Standardization (ISO) on
the development of Publicly Available Specificasarlating to the development of port facility
security assessments and plans and on supply sbaimity.

Following the establishment, by the Secretary-@a&nef the United Nations, of the
Counter Terrorism Implementation Taskforce (CTITiR) June 2005, IMO has been fully
involved in the work of that body and in particulam the development of the United Nations
Global counter-terrorism strategy and its assodiat@plementation measures. Subsequently a
Counter terrorism Handbook was developed by CTWRich provides Member States with
current and relevant information on the United blasi and its entities' work and resources
contributing to countering terrorism. A number dfatent search functions are provided to help
in better determining and accessing the informatieeded ( )-

IMO is also, apart from updating the UN Securityu@cil Counter Terrorism Committee
Assistance Matrix, co-operating with UN Counter+beism Executive Directorate (CTED) and
participates in on-site visits in selected coustrie assess and evaluate the implementation of
those aspects of UN Security Council resolutioneS/R373(2001) which fall within the scope of
work of IMO.

In the field of application of the 1988 and 2003ASTreaties, the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) cooperates with IMO rdgay consultations on the co-relation
between these treaties and other anti-terroristvexttions regulating the “prosecution or
extradition” principle.

Other examples of field applications are the imgaient of UNODC and UNICRI in the
Sana’a meeting and the involvement of UN/DOALOSCFAJNHCR, UNODC and Interpol in
the Dakar meeting.



