The Oceans Represent a Vast Reservoir of Unexplored Genetic Diversity
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The oceans are major drivers of global biogeochemical cycles. For example, the oceans
produce and consume about half of the oxygen on the Earth. These biogeochemical
processes are almost entirely driven by microbes. By weight, the unicellular micro-
organisms comprise >95% of the living material in the ocean. If viruses are also included,



