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6 States or entities which are Parties to the United Nations Conventios2the 



Emphasizing the universal character of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea1'and its 
fundamental importance for the maintenance and strengthening of international peace and security, as well as for 
the sustainable use and development of the seas and oceans and their resources, 

Cmidering that, in its resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17 December 1970, it proclaimed that the seabed and 
ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction ("the Area"), as well as the 
resources of the Area, are the common heritage of mankind, and considering also that the Convention, together 
with the Agreement relating to the implementation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea of 10 December 



W g a l s o  the decisions taken by States parties to the Convention to elect the members of the 
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf in March 1997," 

Recalling article 287 of the Convention regarding the choice of means for the settlement of disputes 
concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention, 

Besallingalso that the Agreement provides that the institutions established by the Convention shall be 
cost-effe~tive,~'and recalling further that the Meeting of States Parties to the Convention decided that this principle 
would apply to all aspects of the work of the Tribunal,"" 

Emphasizing the importance of making adequate provisions for the efficient functioning of the institutions 
established by the Convention, 

Reiteratingitsappreciatibn to the Secretary-General for his efforts in support of the Convention and in 
the effective implementation of the Convention, including providing assistance in the establishment of the 
institutions created by the Convention, 

Noting the responsibilities of the Secretary-General and competent international organizations under the 
Convention, in particular pursuant to its entry into force and as required by resolution 49/28, 

Wgwi thapprec ia t ion  the development, as part of the Organization's home page on the Internet, of the 
Web sites of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs of the 
Secretariat (GopherIWorld Wide Web), which provide users with convenient means for obtaining timely, well- 
organized and cross-referenced materials and information dealing with various aspects of the oceans, marine 
affairs and the law of the sea, 

Consciaus that the problems of ocean space are closely interrelated and need to be considered as a whole, 

Llansciaus_also of the strategic importance of the Convention as a framework for national, regional and 
global action in the marine sector, as recognized also by the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development in chapter 17 of Agenda 21,"' 

W g  the recommendation of the Commission on Sustainable Development,"endorsed by the Economic 
and Social Council,"'conceming international cooperation and coordination in the implementation of chapter 17 of 
Agenda 2 l .  

81 SPLOSl14, para 41 

91 See resolution 481263. annex: Annex to the Agreement, sect 1. para 2 

M1 SPLOSl4, pan.  25 (e)  

111 BepamflheYnilehEJati0nrC0nfe1ulcenREnviranm~and.De~eIopme1~f~pde.Janei1~.3~I4~June_u)92 (AICONF l51126lRev I 
(Vol I and Vol UCorr 1, Vol 11. Vol I11 and Vol. llI/Corr.l)) (United Nations publication. Sales No. E93 I 8 and corrigenda), v01 I: 
~soluLionrBdopled4yY.the1:onfe~e11cee resolution I ,  annex I1 

U /  See AI5113 (Pan 111, chap V, sect B I ,  para 119, resolution 199611: see O f f i ~ B e c a r & f ~ ~ e m b l ~  
S e s ~ S u p p L e m e n t K o  9 



&Lingalso the Washington Declaration and the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment from Land-based Activitie~,'~' 

f m i o u s  of the need to promote and facilitate international cooperation, especially at the subregional 
and regional levels, in order to ensure the orderly and sustainable development of the uses and resources of the 
seas and oceans, 

Eeaffiuning the importance OF the annual consideration and review by the Genera1 Assembly of the 
overall developments pertaining to the implementation of the Convention, as well as of other developments 
relating to the law of the sea and ocean affairs, 

1. C d s u p o n  all States that have not done so to become parties to the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea' and to ratify, confirm formally or accede to the Agreement relating to the implementation 
of Part XI of the United Nations Convention 







8. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-second session and 
b i e~ i a l l y  thereafter on further developments relating to the conservation and management of straddling fish stocks 
and highly migratory fish stocks, including the status and implementation of the Agteement, taking into account 
information provided by States, relevant specialized agencies, in particular the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations, and other appropriate organs, organizations and programmes of the United Nations system, 
regional and subregional organizations and arrangements for the conservation and management of straddling fish 
stocks and highly migratory fish stocks, as well as other relevant intergovernmental bodies and non-governmental 
organizations; 

9 Also~equests the Secretary-General to ensure that reporting on all major fishery-related 
activities and instruments is effectively coordinated and duplication of activities and reporting minimized, and that 
relevant scientific and technical studies are disseminated to the international community, and invites the relevant 
specialized agencies, including the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, as well as regional 
and subregional fishery organizations and arrangements, to cooperate with the Secretary-General to that end; 

10 D~cides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second session, under an item entitled 
"Oceans and law of the sea", the sub-item entitled "Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and 
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks" 

ReafYiiming its resolutions 461215 of 20 December 1991,4911 16 and 491118 of 19 December L994 as 
well as other relevant resolutions, 

Reaff i ig .a lso its resolution 50125 of 5 December 1995 on large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing and its 
impact on the living marine resources of the world's oceans and seas, unauthorized fishing in zones of national 
jurisdiction and its impact on the living marine resources of the world's oceans and seas, and fisheries by-catch 
and discards and their impact on the sustainable use of the world's living marine resources, 

Conscious of the need to promote and facilitate international cooperation, especially at the regional and 
subregional levels, in order to ensure the sustainable development and use of the living marine resources of the 
world's oceans and seas, consistent with the present resolution, 

Mindfuf that the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish 
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks" provides-in its general principles that states shall minimize pollution. 
waste, discards, catch by lost or abandoned gear, catch of non-target species, both fish and non-fish species, and 
impacts on associated or dependent species, in particular endangered species, through measures including, to the 
extent practicable, the development and use of selective, environmentally safe and cost-effective fishing gear and 
techniques, and further provides that States shall take measures, including the establishment of regulations, to 

I1 AICONF 1Ml37: sec also Al501550, annex I 



ensure that vessels flying their flags do not conduct unauthorized fishing within areas under the national 
jurisdiction of other States, 

k h g  that the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries sets out principles and global standards of 
behaviour for responsible practices to conserve, manage and develop fisheries, including guidelines for fishing on 
the high seas and in areas under the national jurisdiction of other States, and on fishing gear selectivity and 
practices, with the aim of reducing by-catch and discards, 

Expressing.deepconcem at the detrimental impact of unauthorized fishing in areas under national 
jurisdiction, where the overwhelming proportion of the global fish catch is harvested, on the sustainable 
development of the world's fishery resources and on the food security and economies of many States, particularly 
developing States, 

Bea.fknhgonmagain the rights and duties of coastal States to ensure proper conservation and 
management measures with respect to the living resources in areas under their national jurisdiction, in accordance 
with international law as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,u 

Takiogno~e of the report of the Secretary-General3' on large-scale pelagic drift-net fishimg and its impact 
on the living marine resources of the world's oceans and seas, unauthorized fishing in zones of national 
jurisdiction and its impact on the living marine resources of the world's oceans and seas, and fisheries by-catch 
and discards and their impact on the sustainable use of the world's living marine resources, 

Ach&edg'in~ibappreciation the measures taken and the progress made by members of the 
international community, international organizations and regional economic integration organizations to implement 
and support the objectives of resolution 461215, 

Recognizimg the efforts that international organizations and members of the international community have 
made to reduce by-catch and discards in fishing operations, 

Onc~agaieexp~ssingdeep-c~ncezn that there are continuing reports of activities inconsistent with the 
terms of resolution 461215 and unauthorized fishing inconsistent with the terms of resolution 4911 16, 

1. Reaffirm the importance it attaches to compliance with its resolution 461215, in particular to 
those provisions of the resolution calling for fulBT
/ Tc 4.464 83yaion of ac globl moatirizum of 



4. Callsupon States to take the responsibility, consistent with their obligations under international 
law as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea2 and resolution 491116, to take measures 
to ensure that no fishing vessels entitled to fly their national flags fish in areas under the national jurisdiction of 
other States unless duly authorized by the competent authorities of the coastal State or States concerned; such 
authorized fishing operations should be carried 



C Election.of the members of the Commission on the L i t s  of the Continental Shelf 
(Sixth Mcehg.of States Parties to the Convention..New York, 10-14Mar~h.1997)~' 

1. On 13 March 1997, the sixth Meeting of States Parties agreed to the following understandings: 

"Note by the President 

The sixth Meeting of States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea has reached the 
following understandings for the purpose of conductinl: the first election of the 
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IV. INFORMATION ON OTHER ACTIONS TAKEN BY STATES 

The Permanent Mission of' Chile to the United Nations ... has the honour to refer to two 
communications, sent to the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea by the Permanent Mission of the 
Argentine Republic to the United Nations, which refer to the Boundary Treaty of 1881 and the Treaty of Peace 
and Friendship of 1984, both of which were signed by the Republic of Chile and the Argentine Republic. 

The first of these documents contains the declaration made by the Argentine Republic in depositing its 
instrument of ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in December 1995. Letter @) 
of that declaration states: 

"(b) With regard to Part 111 of the Convention, the Argentine Government declares that in the 
Treaty of Peace and Friendship signed with the Republic of Chile on 29 November 1984, which entered 
into force on 2 May 1985 and was registered with the United Nations Secretariat in accordance with 
Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, both States reaffirmed the validity of article V of the 
Boundary Treaty of 1881 whereby the Strait of Magellan (Estrecho de Magailanes) is neutralized forever 
with free navigation assured for the flags of all nations. The aforementioned Treaty of Peace and 
Friendship also contains specific provisions and a special annex on navigation which includes regulations 
for vessels flying the flags of third countries in the Beagle Channel and other straits and channels of the 
Tierra del Fuego archipelago". 

In the view of the Chilean Government, this declaration is inaccurate in its formulation and does not 
reflect the wording of the relevant provisions of the treatiesin question. 

Article 10, paragraph 4, of the 1984 Treaty of Peace and Friendship does, in fact, provide that the 
boundary agreed upon in respect of the eastern end of the Strait of Magellan in no way alters the provisions of the 
1881 Boundary 'Treaty, whereby the Strait of Magellan is neutralized forever with free navigation assured for the 
flags of all nations under the terms laid down in its article V. 

However, as regards the reference to provisions on navigation, it should be noted that article 13, 
paragraphs 1 and 2, of the 1984 Treaty of Peace and Friendship, under the chapter "Economic cooperation and 
physical integration", expressly states that: 

"'The Republic of Chile, in exercise of its sovereign rights, shall grant to the Argentine 



"Canal Magdalena, Canal Cockburn, Paso Brecknock or Canal Ocasi6n, Canal Ballenero, Canal 
O'Brien, Paso Timbales, north-west arm of the Beagle Channel and the Beagle Channel as far as the 
meridian 68"36'38.5" West longitude and vice versa". 

The above-cited provisions unmistakably demonstrate that the navigation facilities which the Republic of 
Chile, in exercise of its sovereign rights, grants to the Argentine Republic and to ships flying the flag of third 
countries are through Chilean internal waters, by a route described in the Treaty; together with the other features 
and modalities laid down in annex 2 these are essential aspects of the navigation regime established by the 1984 
Treaty of Peace and Friendship and the omission thereof from the Argentine declaration may be misleading as to 
the nature of these waters. 



the statements in the foregoing paragraphs on the clear provisions regulating such navigation should be borne in 
mind. 

Unquestionably, this strait consists mainly of Chilean internal waters 

Therefore, it is not a strait used for international navigation, and it is inappropriate for Argentina to 
invoke article 42 (3) in referring to the provisions of the 1984 Treaty of Peace and Friendship in this regard. 

Since the issues raised in the present communication must have a clear interpretation both for the parties 
and for third countries, the Permanent Mission of Chile to the United Nations hereby requests the Secretary- 
General, through the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs, to give due 
publicity to the present document by including it in the Law of the Sea Information Circular (LOSIC). 



ANNEX I 

RECAPITULATIVE INFORMATION ON ACTION TAKEN BY STATES PARTIES 
TO IMPLEMENT THE CONVENTION 

1. Under articles 16(2), 47(9), 7512) and 84(2) of the Convention, due publicity is to be given by the coastal 
State Party to the Convention to charts or lists of geographical coordinates for baselines and outer limits of its 
various zones, and a copy of each such chart or list is to be deposited with the Secretary-General. Similarly, 
under article 76(9), the coastal State is to deposit with the Secretary-General charts and relevant information, 
including geodetic data, permanently describing the outer limits of its continental shelf, to which the Secretary- 
General shall give due publicity. 

2. In order to carry out the functions entrusted to the Secretary-General under the Convention and to 
respond to the request made by the General Assembly in resolution 49/28, paragraph 15. and resolution ,50123, 
paragraph 9, the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs, as the 
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U N I T E D  NATIONS NATIONS UNlES 

"~.,'..*.., 

M.Z.N. 11.1996. LOS (Maritime Zone Notification) 16 October 1996 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
concluded at  Montego Bay, Jamaica 

on 10 December 1982 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations communicates the following: 

On 15 October 1996. Jamaica transmitted for deposit with the Secretary-General, in 
compliance with article 47, paragraph 9, of the ~ o n v e k o n ,  the list of the 
coordinates specifying the archipelagic basepoints of Jamaica. 

The list of geographical coordinates submitted by Jamaica, which is reproduced in the 



U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S  U N I E S  

M.Z.N. 12. 1997. LOS (Maritime Zone Notification) 27 January 1997 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
concluded a t  Montego Bay, Jamaica 

on 10 December 1982 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations communicates the following: 

On 9 January 1997, Myanmar transmitted for deposit with the Secretary-General, in accordance 
with article 16 ofthe Convention, the following chart and list of'geographical coordinates: 

Special Chart no 120 showing the straight baselines and the territorial sea, compiled by the 
Naval Hydrographic Depot, Burma Navy, which incorporates the list of geographical 
coordinates of points; and 

List of geographical coordinates of fixed points for the drawing of straight baselines 
contained in the Territorial Sea and Maritime Zones Law (Pyithu Law no 3 of 1977). 

In addition, Myanmar transmitted by the same note verbale the following charts showing its low- 
water baselines, all compiled by the Naval Hydrographic Depot, Burma Navy: 

Special Chart no 121 showing the low-water lines along the Coast of the Coco Islands; 

Special Chart no 122 showing the low-water lines along the Coast of the Preparis Islands; 
and 

Special Chart  no 123 showing the low-water lines along the Northern Arakan Coast. 

It is noted that all charts contain the following statement: "The name of the country was changed 
from 'The Socialist Republic of 
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U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S  U N I E S  

M.Z.N. 13. 1997. LOS (Maritime Zone Notification) 27 January 1997 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
concluded at Montego Bay, Jamaica 

on 10 December 1982 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations communicates the following: 

On 13 January 1997, Costa Rica transmitted for deposit with the Secretary-General the following 
chart, in compliance with article 75 of the Convention: 

Official Chart from the National ~ e o ~ r a ~ k c a l  Institute of Costa Rica, on the limits of the 
exclusive economic zone in the Pacific Ocean, printed in 1996. 

The original chart submitted by Costa Rica may be consulted at the Secretariat (Division for 
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs, DC2-0458, telephone: 963-3962 or f a :  
963-5847). 




