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FOREWORD 

This is the third issue of the Law of the Sea Information Circular (LOSIC), a periodic publication of the 
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea. Office of Legal Affairs. Its objective is to communicate to all 
States and entities, especially those that are not as yet parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
information on actions taken by States Parties in implementing the Convention as well as on activities undertaken by 
the Division pursuant thereto. 

The purpose of LOSlC is also to assist States Parties to the Convention in discharging their obligations by 
giving due publicity to information in accordance with the Convention. This is of particular importance to coastal 
States. which under the Convention are obliged, interalii. to give due publicity with regard to (i) charts and lists of 
geographical coordinates (articles 16(2). 47(9), 75(2). 76(9) and 84(2)); (ii) laws and regulations relating to innocent 
passage (article 21(3)); (iii) laws and regulations of States bordering straits relating to transit passage (article 42(3)); 
and (iv) charts indicating sea lanes and 84(2ect <</BBox [152.6ande-ficJ
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NOTES 

U + States or enfifies which have established their consent to be bound by the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea of 10 December 1982. 

v- L....? Land-locked States. 

4 States or entities which participated in the sessions of the IJnited Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and 
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks. 

Y Nonmember State of the United Nations. 

U On behalf of Bermuda, British Indian Ocean Territory, British Virgin Islands, Falkland Islands, Pitcaim Islands, 
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands, St. Helena including Ascension Island, and Turks and Caicos 
Islands. 



B. LkchhibWternationalSeahedtharity 
(First Part of the Second Session, Kingston, 11 - 22 March 1996) 11 

1. During the fust pan of its Second Session, the International Seabed Authority concentrated its work on three 
primary issues: the composition of the Council, the election of the Secretary-General 



6, The Assembly authorized the Secretary-General of the 



meetings. It is 



Note verbale SINITPISPR of 21 February 1996, addressed to States Parties bordering 
straits (India. Greece and Argentina) requesting the submission of laws and regulations 
relating to transit passage through straits used for 



(d) Maritime Zone Notification (M.Z.N. 5. 1996. LOS) of 19 April 1996 i ~ .  respect of Italy I 

regarding the deposit of various charts and geographical coordinates. 1 
7. Duplicates of the above-mentioned maritime zone notifications are reproduced in Annex 11. I 

8. It is recalled that pursuant to article 22 of the Convention, States Parties may designate sea lanes or prescribe 
traffic separation schemes in the territorial sea for navigation purposes. Similarly, pursuant to articles 41 and 53 of 
the Convention, States Parties may also designate sea lanes in straits and archipelagic waters, and prescribe traffic 
separation schemes in such sea lanes. Pursuant to article 22(3)(a) of the Convention, in the designation of sea lanes 
and the prescription of traffic separation schemes, coastal States shall take into account the recommendations of the 
"competent international organization", i.e. the International Maritime Organization (IMO). However, pursuant to 
articles 41(4) and 53(9) of the Convention, States bordering straits and archipelagic States may designate sea lanes 
or prescribe traffic separation schemes or substitute them after agreement with IMO. 

9. Such sea lanes and traffic separation schemes are subject to the requirement of "due publicity" in accordance 
with articles 22(4), 41(6) and 53(10) of the Convention. 

10. In this connection, the Director of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal 
Affairs, transmitted on 20 February 1996 a letter, which is reproduced in Annex 111, to the Director of the Legal 
Affairs and External Relations Division of IMO proposing a basis for cooperation in this matter. 

111. INFORMATION ON ACTION TAKEN BY STATES PARTIES TO IMPLEMENT THE 
CONVENTION 

A. Submissians.hy States Parties in compliance with theirobligatiomof "due.publicitf 

1. During the months of December 1995 to April 1996, a number of States Parties submitted information in 
compliance with the various "due publicity" obligations under the Convention. 'The information thus submitted has 
been circulated to the other States Parties by way of maritime zone notifications, which are mentioned in paragraph 6 
above. 

2. The States Parties having complied with a number of their "due publicity" obligations during the period 
concerned are Australia, Germany, Italy and Oman. In addition, the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Namibia 
to the United Nations submitted a note to the Secretary-General dated 28 February 1996 concerning sea lanes and 
traffic separation schemes. A duplicate of the note is reproduced in Annex IV. Lastly, on 16 April 1996, the 
Permanent Mission of Argentina to the United Nations submitted a note in Spanish to the Legal Counsel of the 
Organization regarding laws and regulations Argentina had adopted as a State bordering straits. An unofficial English 
translation of said note is set out in Annex V. 



ANNEX I 

(DUPLICATE OF NOTE SINITPISPIZ 



U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S  U N I E S  

The Secretary-General of the United Nations presents his 
compliments to the Permanent Representative of ~reece to the 
United Nations and has the honour to refer to the entry into 
force of the United Nations Convention 



For administrative purposes, it would be appreciated if 
those laws and regulations were submitted in English and/or 
French and, if possible, in electronic format. 

21 February 1996 



ANNEX I1 

(DUPLICATE OF MARITIME ZONE NOTIFICATIONS) 



U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S  U N I E S  

" ~ F C l C * ~ *  

M.Z.N. 5. 1996. LOS (Maritime Zone Notification) 19 April 1996 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
concluded at Montego Bay, Jamaica 

on 10 December 1982 

pe~osit of various charts and aeoarauhical coordinates bv Italy 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations communicates the 
following: 

On 17 April 1996, Italy transmitted to the Secretary-General 
various charts, together with the corresponding geographical 
coordinates, as described hereinafter, in compliance with its 
"due publicitylq obligations pursuant to articles 16(2) and 75(2) 
of the Convention: 

Chart no. 170 of February 1964 from the Maritime 
Hydrographic Institute concerning the Northern Adriatia Sea 
between Italy and the former Socialist Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia, with list of geographical coordinates, in 
accordance with Presidential Decree no. 830 of 22 May 1969 

Chart no. 260 of July 1963, reissued in July 1975, from the 
Maritime Hydrographic Institute concerni~j the Channel 
between Italy and Tunisia, with list of geographical 
aoordinates, in accordance with Law no. 347 of 3 June 1978 
and in conformity with the Agreement of 20 August 1971 
between Italy and Tunisia relating to the delimitation of 



Chart no. L(C) 436 of July 1976, reissued in March 1989, 
from the Maritime Hydrographic Institute covering the Strait 
of Messina to the Dardanelles and Rhodes (Ionian sea a 
Aegean Sea), with list of geographical coordinates, in 
accordance with Law no. 290 of 23 May 1980 and in conf 
with the Agreement between Italy and Greece 



U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S  U N I E S  

X.X.N. 4. 1996. LOS (Maritime Zone Notification) 25 March 1996 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
concluded at Hontego Bay, Jamaica 

on 10 December 1982 

ge~osit of charts bv Germanv indicatincr sea lanes.&traffic 
separation schemes 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations communicates the 
following: 

On 13 March 1996, Germany transmitted to the Secretary-General 
two charts indicating the sea lanes and traffic separation schemes 
it had adopted, as described hereinafter, in compliance with its 
"due publicitylv obligations pursuant to articles 22 (4) and 41 (6) of 
the Convention: 

Chart nQ 64, sixth edition printed in January 1995, from the 
Federal Offiae of Maritime Bhipping and Hydrography covering 
the southwestern part of the Baltic Bea - Btraits (*#BelteM) 
and the Bound ("BundW); and 

Chart nQ INT 1045 50, tenth edition printed in Xarah 1995, 
from the Federal Office of Naritime Shipping and Hydrography, 



U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S  W N l E S  

Il,lO.Y.. 

M.Z.N. 3. 1996. LOS (Maritime Zone Notification) 5 March 1996 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
concluded at kiontego Bay, Jamaica 

Devosit of chart bv Australia indicatinq sea lanes and traffic 
se~aration schemes 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations communicates the 
following: 

On 7 February 1996, Australia transmitted to the Secretary- 
General a chart indicating the sea Lanes and traffic separation 
schemes adopted by Australia, as described hereinafter,' in 



t J N I T E D  N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S  U N I E S  

M.Z.N. 2. 1996. LOS (Maritime Zone Notification) 20 February 1996 

United Nations convention on the Law of the Sea 
concluded at nontego Bay, Jamaica 

on ZO December 1982 

Deuosit of charts bv Oman indicatins sea lanes and traffic 
seuaration schemes 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations communicates the 
f o7 lowing: 

On 29 December 1995, Oman transmitted to the Secretary-General 
three charts indicating the sea lanes and traffic separation 
schemes adopted by Oman, a6 described hereinafter, in compliance 
with its "due publicity" obligations pursuant to articles 22 (4) and 
41(6) of the Convention: 

Chart nQ 1, printed in September 1994, from the National. 
Hydrografic Office of the Royal Navy of Oman covering the 
Sultanate of Oman; 

Admiralty Chart n9 2851, printed in March 1995, from the 
Hydrographic Office Of the United Kingdom, covering the 
Arabian Sea and Gulf of Oman from Masirah to the Strait of 
Hormuz; and 

Admiralty Chart nQ 3172, printed in May 1995, from the 
Hydrographic Office of the United Kingdom, covering the strait 
of Hormuz. 

In this connection, 



ANNEX 111 

(DUPLICATE OF LETTER TO THE INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 



U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S  U N I E S  

Dear 



Accordingly, in order to better discharge DOALOS1s 
secretariat functions in respect of the Convention, I would 
appreciate receiving on a regular basis the lists of sea lanes 
and traffic separation schemes adopted periodically by IMO. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ill 
Director 

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea 
Office of Legal Affairs 



ANNEX IV 

(DIJPLICATE OF THE NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS) 



PER NT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF UNITED NATIONS 

Tel.: (212) 6852003 
Fax: (212) 685-1561 
Tblex: 2237249 

RECEIVED 135 East 36th Street 
New York 
N.Y. 10016 

Telegram: NAMIBMISS 

B .  
1 16/13 Ref.: , . ... . . . , , .. . . . . . . .. . , , .. . , . . 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Namibia to the United Nations presents its 
compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the honour to 
refer to the latter's Note Reference-SLTSSISP I dated 24 August l995 arid to 
forward - the following information: 

"The Goverrlment of the Republic of Namibia has no information that 
indicate the existence of any designated sea lanes 



ANNEX V 

(UNOFFICIAL ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF 
ARGENTINA TO THE UNITED NATIONS) 



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

(Argentine Emblem) 
Permanent Mission of the 

Republic of Argentina to 
the United Nations 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Argentina to the 
United Nations presents its compliments to the United Nations 
Office of Legal Affairs, Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of 
the Sea, and, in reply to the Secretary-General's note no. SIN/TP/2 
of 21 February 1996, relating to the 




